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HE two following Tracts are both ſcarce 
and curious; ſuppoſed to be but in ſew 
libraries, and not to be met with in catalogues 
for ſale, having been printed in the middle of 
the laſt century; and though both in the ſame 
year, 1655, yet in different ſizes of ſmall folio 
and quarto, 


The former was publiſhed by Sir George 
Sondes, and comes with all the feelings of a 
paternal heart, broken almoſt by the untime- 
ly and unnatural deaths of two beloved ſons; 
and the deſolation thereby ſpread over all his 
domeſtic comforts and family honours: the 
latter is entitled, A Mirrour of Mercy and 
Judgement, or an exact and true Narrative of 
the Life and Death of Freeman Sondes, Eſq.” 
and is introduced to the public by a letter of 
condolance to the diſconſolate father, Sir G. 
A 3 Sondes, 
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Sondes, by Dr. Boreman, who attended the un- 


happy criminal during his impriſonment; and 
atteſts, with four other credible witneſſes, whoſe 
names and titles are given, to the reality and 
ſincerity of his repentance. 


Theſe Tracts carry with them their own 
letters of recommendation — In their indiſputa- 
ble authenticity, and in their intrinfic value, 
Amidſt the ſplendid allurements of ample for- 
tune, and of a birth and rank above the com- 
mon level, rarely is fuch an inſtance of unble- 
miſhed morality, genuine piety, conſiſtency of 
religious character, and, in ſhort, of every thing 
worthy of imitation in private and domeſtic 


life, as was Sir George Sondes. I may reſt the 
proof, to every reader of ſenſibility, upon his 


own affecting Narrative; drawn from his pen 
not by motives of perſonal vanity, but by cir» 
cumſtances of the deepeſt afflition, and regard 
to truth and public utility ; and written too in 
a tile of ſuch manly dignity and ſimplicity, as 
cannot but recommend it to the gentleman and 


_ the Chriſtian, 


It 
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It is offered therefore to the public in its 
native dreſs, which, though not modern, is toe 
becoming to ſtand in need of any extraneous 
ornament, without lofing by the addition, A 
few corre&ions of the preſs, hardly amounting 
to verbal ones, will, it is preſumed, be thought 
ſufficient for the two Tracts; and to ſecure ſuch 
learned and valuable traits of private life from 
oblivion, as ſufficient apology for their republi- 
cation. 


Should any of their Readers be intereſted to 
know further particulars of the family and for» 
tunes of Sir G. Sondes, after the awful deſola- 
tion of his firſt family and blooming hopes, the 
following anecdotes may in ſome meaſure con- 
tribute to afford them ſatisfaction, and “ juſtify 
the ways of God to man,” in mercy no leſs 
than in judgment, For though clouds and 
darkneſs are round about him, righteouſneſs 
and judgment are the ſure baſis of his throne. 
The tiſſue of God's providence to an obſerver 
on this globe, like the fineſt tapeſtry viewed on 
the reverſe, preſents but a confuſed maſs of va- 
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who was Mary, daughter of Sir William Vile 
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rious tints and traits, of which he longs to ſee 
the right ſide; but in the day when faith ſhall 


be ſwallowed up in viſion, every part of it will 
conſpire to exhibit the juſtneſs and harmony of 
its proportions, and the perfe& deſign, order, 
regularity, and admirable execution of the 
whole piece. 


Hiſtoric record informs us, that Sir G. Sondes 
lived many years after the lamentable cataſ- 
trophe, ſo faithfully and feelingly related by 
him, happened in his family, For-we find 
that in the year 1676, the 20th year afterwards, 
and 28th of king Charles the IId. he was by 
that prince, in conſideration of his loyalty and 
faithful ſervices to king Charles the Iſt, ad- 
vanced to the dignity of a peer of this realm 
of England, by the ſtile and title of Baron of 
Throwleigh, Viſcount Sondes, of Lees-Court, 
and Earl of Feverſham in the county of Kent, 
with remainder, (he then having no male iſſue) 


to Lewis Lord Duras, of Holdenby, who had 


married his eldeſt daughter by a ſecond wife, 


lers, 


r „ $a” - WAS n 


PREFACE, ix 
liers, of Brokeſby, in the county of Leiceſter, 
Bart. by whom he had iſſue two daughters, viz, 
the lady Mary, married to the ſaid Lewis de 
Duras, Marquis of Blanquefort in France, cre- 
ated in 1672, 24 Car. II. Baron Duras, of Hol- 
denby, who ſucceeded to the earldom of Fe- 
verſham upon the deceaſe of his father in law, 
and died in the year 1709 ; and 2nd. lady Ca- 
therine, wife of Lewis Watſon, Baron, and af- 
terwards Earl of Rockingham, in the county of 
Northampton, by whom ſhe had ſeveral chil- 
dren; and by the death of her elder ſiſter, 
Counteſs of Feverſham, without iſſue, became 
heir general to Sir G. Sondes, Earl of Fever- 
ſham, their father. She died in 1695, Of 
her children by the ſaid Lewis Watſon, Earl of 
Rockingham, Edward, the eldeſt, commonly 
called Lord Viſcount Sondes, married April 22, 
1708, the lady Catherine, eldeſt daughter and 
co-heir of Thomas Tufton, Earl of Thanet, by 
whom he had two ſons, Lewis and Thomas, 
who were ſucceſſively Earls of Rockingham, 
and died without male iſſue. 
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THE 
NARRATIVE 
OF 
SIR GEORGE SONDES, 


ON THE DEATH OF HIS TWO SONS. 4 


HE miniſters and godly men about me, 
| ſeeing fo many miſeries and calamities 
daily befal me, before one was over, another 
coming on me afreſh, hardly giving me breath, 
and ſtill greater and greater; they did con- 
clude, that certainly theſe fearful affliftions 
could not be laid on me for trial, or afflictions 
that God lays on his children, but muſt be for 
ſome notorious ſins formerly committed, or 
that now I lived in, and therefore they looked 
A6 3 into 


into the actions of my life: and when they 
had made a catatalogue of what they thought 
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fit to charge me with, they came fairly and 


privately to me, and told me, they were the 


ſervants and miniſters of God, and thought 


they were obliged by their office, to let me 


know wherein they conceived I had done amiſs, 
and what might be the cauſe of all theſe pu- 
niſhments that befel me. | 


I told them I took it kindly at their hands, and 
thanked them heartily for it, and that I would 
deal clearly and ingeniouſly with them, and 
conceal nothing of truth that I knew. And'I 
could not but confeſs that my afflictions hid. 
been great and many, and that for theſe twenty 
years laſt paſt, I have hardly any time been 
free; as the loſs of my wife and many children 
when they were young, and now my two only 
ſons, when they were come to man's eſtate, and 


I began to have comfort in them, the youngeſt, 


ſo foully to murder the eldeſt in his bed ſleep- 


ing, and thereby to ſuffer ſo ignominious a 


death at the gallows, his foul offence juſtly de- 
ſerving 
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ſerving it. Then I remembered my perpetual 
impriſonment for almoſt theſe dozen years, and 
the worſt of impriſonments, ſhip-board, and 
the ſequeſtering my eſtate for many years, and 
taking away all my ſtock and goods, to the va- 
lue of twenty thouſand pounds and more, and 
for divers years not allowing me any thing to 
keep me and my children; and now to be taken 
from my houſe and affairs, and clapped up in a 
country caſtle, there to remain during pleaſure, 
and God knows for what, For I profels to you, 
_ gentlemen, that notwithſtanding all theſe im- 
priſonments, and ſequeſterings, and clappings 
up, I never acted any thing againſt the parlia- 
nient, or ſtate that now is; nor ever in all this 

time was in arms againſt them, or ever any 
ways aſſiſted the contrary party, or joined in any 
_ petition: againſt, or ever held any correſpon- 
dence in any plottings againſt them ; nor in all 
their examinations and ſequeſtering, nor in the 
time I was forced to compound for my eſtate, 
could they charge me with any delinquency, 
but only of that for not paying a tax for my 
park, which I refuſed to pay becauſe it was 
| over 


over rated, and upon abatement paid it. And 
this is all the delinquency they could ever 
charge me with, though I had been ſequeſtered 
ſeven years, and impriſoned, and forced, before 
I could get off the ſequeſtration, to pay for 
compoſition three thouſand five hundred 
pounds. And I hope gentlemen, faid I, this 
is no ſuch crying fin againſt God, to draw down 
the plagues of heaven in ſuch a fearful manner 


upon me. 


Sir, faid they, we know you have ſuffered 
very much, both in your perſon and eſtate, and 
| Have had very hard meaſure ; but that is matter 

of ſtate, and therefore we meddle not with it; 
but we come to treat with you only about thoſe 
things wherein, as we conceive, you have failed 
in your duty towards God, 


Gentlemen, faid J, let me know wherein, 
and I will give you the beſt fatisfaction I can; 
and wherein I am faulty, I ſhall ingeniouſſy 
confeſs it, and I hope then you will join with 
me, to beg heaven's pardon for me. | 


THE 
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THE FIRST CHARGE. 


Sir, ſaid they, we ſhall. In the firſt place, 
we and the country think you much too blame 
in not maintaining that free-ſchool which Sir 
Thomas Sondes, your anceſtor, founded, For 
we are informed, that he by his will gave 
twenty nobles a year to a ſchool-maſter, and his 
diet, to teach twenty poor children of the pa- 
riſh of Throwly, and enjoined his heirs and 
executors to pay the fame out of his lands for 
ever. This your grandfather and father did do, 
but ſince you came to the eſtate, you have not 
done it, | 


Anſw. It is true, faid I, Sir Thomas Sondes 
did erect a free-{chool in Throwly, and gave 
{ix pounds a year to the maſter, but not twenty 
nobles, nor his diet: and it was fo good and 
neceſſary a work, that I always liked very well 
of it, and intended, as the neighbours know, 
not only to have continued that ſtipend, but to 
have made it as much more, and ſo poſlibly 
may do yet. But the ſchool houſe being fallen 

down, 
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down, and my many troubles and ſequeſtrations 
coming upon me, for the preſent diverted me; 
and now upon the queſtioning of it, looking 
better into the will, I do not find that Sir 
Thomas Sondes binds his heirs, but only his 
executors, to perform the ſame ; and that he 
gives ſix pounds a year out of his lands, but 
ſays not, for ever; beſides, in the cloſe of that 
part of his will in which he gives his legacies, 
and this and other charitable bequeſts, in the 
Cloſe of all he hath theſe words: That for the 
fulfilling: of every bequeath in this my laſt will and 
teſtament, therefore as alſo for the brotherly love 
and affeftion which I bear to my dear and well be- 
loved brother, Michael Sondes, Eſq. I give and be- 
queath to my ſaid brother, the leaſe of the manor of 
Stausfield, the leaſe of the woods there, the leaſe of 
the parſonage of Throwly, the leaſe of Ruſhmore, 
and all other leaſes whatſoever I have in right or 
poſſeſſion. Theſe leaſes are all given to perform 
that charitable deed of the ſchool, and the other 
charitable uſes in his will. Now the longeſt of 
theſe leaſes were but for forty years, or three 

lives. The leaſes for years being long ſince ex- 
Pired, 
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pired, it being threeſcore years ſince he died; 
and the leaſes for lives ended with my father 
Sir Richard Sondes, ſo that I have nothing of 


all the eſtate that was to maintain this ſchool, 


nor one foot of land as heir or executor to him 
or to his executors, and therefore neither in law 
nor conſcience am I any ways bound to maine 
tain it, having neither lands nor any eſtate 


from him. Notwithſtanding, I like ſo well of 


the thing, as I intend (and that ſuddenly, If I 
can be at quiet) not only to give that penſion 
of {ix pounds a year towards a free-{ſchool, but 
alſo as much more, and a conveniency of an 
houſe, beſides an addition of a certainty in 
money for the relief of the poor. Upon this, 
they, peruſing the will, and finding it to be as 
J faid, reſted ſatisfied, and approved of my good 
intention, 


THE SECOND CHARGE, 


Next, ſay they, we underſtand that you were 
executor or adminiſtrator to the will of Alder- 
man Freeman, and that he gave great ſums of 

| money 
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money to many charitable uſes, and great lega- 


cies to his friends and kindred, which you have 


mot ſatisfied. 


Anſw. It is true, upon my couſin Free- 
man's renouncing the executorſhip, I and my 
wife (ſhe being his only child) did take out let- 
ters of adminiſtration, and to my beſt ability 
did endeavour to get in all his eſtate, and did as 


it came in, pay his debts and funeral charges, 


aud all the petty legacies to divers friends, and 
the lepacies to his poor kindred and ſervants, 
and was in hope there would have come in 
enough to pay all; but till the debt of ten 
thouſand pounds, which the Alderman made 
his kindred (certain merchants) to owe him, 
and the return of the Muſcovy ſtock, wherein 
the Alderman accounted he had twenty-five 


thouſand pounds adventure, till theſe conſider- 


able ſums were aſcertained, it was dubious how 
the eſtate would prove. I therefore treated with 
thoſe merchants his kindred, Sir Thomas Soams 
and Mr. Flyer, to pay the debt, they refuſed it, 
and referred it to account, and ſo much time 

was 


— 
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was ſpent about it. Then I put it in ſuit, and 


it was referred to merchants to certify, who 
when they had examined all books, in fine, 
made the Alderman indebted to them two hun- 
dred and odd pounds, and ſo decreed for that 
ten thouſand pounds, And for the five and 
twenty thouſand pounds in the Muſcovy Rock, 
there never came of it to the . 


above eight thouſand pounds. 


Theſe two great ſums falling thus ſhort, 


ſtopt my hand from paying any more legacies; 


and thereupon followed divers ſuits from the 
kindred and others, for their legacies, in chan» 
cery, where I delivered in an account upon 
oath, in which is ſet down the full of all the 
receipts and diſburſements of the eſtate, and 


proved it by the oath of him that managed the 


eſtate, who was a ſervant of the Alderman's, 
and choſen by the conſent of all parties to do 
the ſame. And I am confident there 1s not in 
that account any thing omitted that ought to 
be put in, nor any thing charged that was not 
truly paid and diſburſed. And in that account 

there 
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there is more diſburſed by me than received, 
eight thouſand pounds or thereabout, I am ſo 
much a gainer by it. At laſt the whole buſi- 
neſs upon ſuit being referred to a maſter of 
chancery, and from him to merchants, and 
from them to accomptants, to ſee what the eſ- 
tate would produce, after long time ſpent, they 
certified (ſtriking off my own legacy of ſeven 
thouſand pounds, and almoſt all other, allow- 
ing only juſt debts and neceſſary payments) 
that the eſtate would produce toward payment 
of legacies but four ſhillings and a penny in 
the pound, the legatees giving ſecurity to repay 
proportionably, if more be recovered out of the 
Alderman's eſtate, there being fix thouſand 
pound of debt ſtill in demand. And thus 
ſands the condition of the eſtate, and therefore 
I conceive there can be no blame in me for not 
paying every man his full legacy. I proteſt, 
that I was ſo willing to do it, that if a thouſand 
pounds or two would have done it, I would 
have diſburſed it out of my own purſe, 


The reafon of the falling ſhort of the eſtate 
| | = 
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was from theſe particulars following, which was 
not in my power to remedy ; 


Firſt, the loſs of ten thouſand pound by his 
kindred, which the Alderman accounted a * 
debt, but it could not be .. 


Next, the falling ſhort of the Muſcovy ſtock, 
at leaſt fifteen thouſand pounds of what he ac- 
counted it ; and this could be no fault of mine, 
being managed by the company, I but received 


the money as they paid it in, and ſo put it to 


account. 


Then the loſs of his two ſhips in the ſtraits, 
taken by the Turks the ſummer before he died. 
Thoſe ſhips. were the Hector, and the William 
and Ralph, which if they had come home, he 
computed would have been worth to him eight 
thouſand pound. 


Then he bought the fee ſimple of his houſe, 
which coſt him two thouſand pounds, and the 
building 
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| building and fitting of it againſt his mayoralty 


coſt him two thouſand pounds more. His caſh- 


| keeper Rowland ran him out of caſh fifteen 
hundred pounds; and his expences in the time 


of his mayoralty, and his entertainment of the 
king and queen juſt before his death, coſt him 
at leaſt four thouſand pounds more. 


All theſe loſſes and expences happened fince 
the making of his will, and the diſpoſing of his 
eſtate. And beſides all this, his debts came to 
almoſt four thouſand pounds more than he ac- 
counted them, which muſt be and are paid. 


All which ſums amount to forty- ſix thouſand 


and five hundred pounds. Enough to ſink a 
good eſtate. And therefore the world need 
not wonder that his eſtate which remains will 
pay but four ſhillings and a penny in the 


pound. 


L. am fo much a gainer by the adminiſtra- 
tion, that let me be but ſatisfied what I can 
prove I have truly paid out for him, I ſhall wil- 

lingly 
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lingly quit mine and my wife's legacy, which - 
is ſeven thouſand pounds, and demand nothing 
for it; and I am ſure my child's part would 
have come to twenty thouſand pounds at leaſts 
All my pains and attendance about it for theſe 
twenty years I will rate at nothing; a great 
deal of money ſhall not hire me to do ſo much. 


Many think four ſhillings and a penny Aa 
ſmall proportion; let me be free and quiet, I 


will be content to loſe all. And I profeſs to 


heaven, not a farthing that I have any ways got 
by it that I know of, but only a world of care 
and trouble. No man ſhall be content with a 
leſs ſhare than myſelf, I deſire nothing, and 
others may have what proportion the eſtate will 
produce, and I think no man in conſcience can 
demand more. 


The cloath-workers of late, fince the time of 
this ſad accident, ſent a letter to me for their le- 
gacy, thinking now to hit the bird in the eye: 
They had formerly with a long and chargeable 
ſuit kept me in the chancery about it; and be- 


me 
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ing able to do no good with me there, then 
they had me to Guild-hall, before the commiſ- 
ſioners ſor charitable uſes; and being caſt out 
thence, cunningly, under colour for relief of 
poor priſoners, they got me into Salter's-hall, 
and there (ſuch was the wiſdom of that Court) 
they got a decree for the legacy, with treble da- 
mages, ſuch being their power in ſome caſes, 
_ though not in mine. This blind decree was 
made when neither I myſelf, nor any counſel 
for me, was there that could ſay any thing to 
the buſineſs ; and ſo peremptory they were, that 
upon my coming to town I was ſerved with the 
order to pay the money, and with much diffi- 
culty I got leave for me and my counſel to be 
heard: and upon the hearing they reverſed the 
order, and referred the buſineſs to Mr. Wilde 
and Mr. Fountaine, authoriſin g them to take 
two accomptants to them, to examine what the 
eſtate would produce ; Mr. Bremſtone, then 
Chairman, ſaying, God forbid we ſhould ever do 
ſo unjuſt an aft, as to enjoin an adminiſtrator to pay 
more than the eſtate will produce. They had 
ſome meetings about it, but Salter s-hall being 

| put 
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Gs put down (as T think moſt juſtly) nothing was 
done. And now they come upon point of con- 
ſcience, hoping that upon this my {ad lols, the 
Lord (as they ſay) would open my heart to pay 
the legacy, and relieve the poor, and that God 
would bleſs me tlie better for it. They began 
their letter thus: The wiſe man ſaith, that words 
ſpoke in ſeaſon, are like apples of gold in piftures 


of ſilver ; and then they tell me, that the judges - 


ubove a year ago ordered the payment of it. 


To this I anſwered, that to ſpeak a word in 
due ſeaſon, was much commended by wiſe So- 
lomon; and certainly then they are as much to 
be diſcommended, who move things unſeaſon- 
ably, and ground themſelves on things that are 
not true. Indeed if the money had been juſtly 
due, I think now had been tio ſeaſonable time 
ſo haſtily to preſs it. And it is a great miſtake 
where they ſay there is an order from the j udges 
of Salter's-hall, that order being vacated. So 
that if the poor have not what is due to them, 
it is their fault and not mine; I long ſince of- 
fered them what proportion the eſtate would 
B produce, 
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produce, and more they ought not to deſires 
I faid moreover to them, that neither my 
thoughts nor my conſcience were troubled for 
not well performing the Aldetman's will, I had 
done it with all the ſincerity of my ſoul, and fo 
little to my advantage, that I was a great loſer 
by it. And when I have endeavoured what I 
ean, if the eſtate fall ſhort, the blame is not 
mine; I had given ina true and juſt account of 
what I had received and paid. 


And for the afflictions that befel me, I told 
them, I muſt and do patiently ſubmit to the will of 
' heaven, and ſay, God's will be done, he may puniſh 
when, where, and how he pleaſeth ; 1 wiſhed them 
not to judge raſhly, nor inſult over another man's 
miſeries, for 'thou knoweſt not, O man, what may 
befal thee next. The like to this of mine I deſire 
God to divert from them all. And ſo I concluded 
my letter. 


Now what I ſaid to the cloath-workers, I 
fay to all legatees yet unſatisfied, they may 
have that proportion the eſtate will produce, 
Upon 
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Upon a ſuit of Mr. Henry Pettit's, for his 
and his father's legacy, it was referred out- of 
the chancery to merchants, Mr, Wright, Mr. 
Rous, and Mr. Abdy, who appointed accompt- 
ants to caſt up the eſtate, and certify to them 
what it would produce; and they have made it 
produce four ſhillings and a penny in the 
pound, allowing me neither my own legacy of 
ſeven thouſand pound, nor hardly any other, 
nor my charges, which came to three or four 
thouſand pounds. And this four ſhillings and 
a penny in the pound, the legatees are to have, 
giving ſecurity to repay proportionably, what 
more ſhall be recovered from the Alderman's 
eſtate, there being fix thouſand pounds debt 
ſtill in demand, and two lately recovered of 
me. Cop 


This proportion, upon ſuch ſecurity, I am 
ſtill contented to pay, or two ſhillings in the 
pound without ſecurity, as ſome for quietneſs 
ſake have taken; and this I leave to every man's 
choice, And thoſe that will do fo, let them 
this Michaelmas term enter their names at Mr, 

B 2 - Allington's, 
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Allington's, near Moore-fields, who is one of 
the accomptants, and they ſhall . be 
ſatisfied. 


And I hope thoſe who are already overpaid, | 
will, without farther trouble, repay their pro- 


portion, otherwiſe I muſt pay all theſe monies 


out of my own purſe, nothing of the eſtate be- 
ing left to do it. | 


But I return to the miniſters, who, as they 
ſaid, had yet ſome great matters to charge me 
with. I deſired to know them, | 


THE THIRD CHARGE. 


Then they ſaid, that it was generally re- 
ported that my ſon George was married to a 
virtuous and good gentlewoman, and that when 
I came to know it, I would by no means give 
way to it, but upon my bleſſing forbade him 
to accompany with her ; and that if he did not 
leave her, I would never look on him, or give 


him any ws I could keep from him. And 
_ that 
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that to be ſure to keep him from having her, I 
had conſorted him with one of the moſt de- 
bauched young men of the country; ſo that it 
appeared I cared not what became of his ſoul, 


if I could keep his body from her, 


Anſto. I never knew that he was married 
to her, nor do I yet believe that ever he was, 
either according to the old or new form, And 
to confirm me in this belief, I have it under 
his own hand, In an anſwer of his to a letter 
of hers, he ſays, All that ſhe can pretend to, is, 
. that he promiſed her marriage, wherein he confeſ= 
ſeth that he might perhaps have uſed ſome fooliſh 


expreſſions tending that way, but conceived ſhe - 
would never have made uſe of them to his ruin; 


and withal tells her, that ſhe muſt now lay aſide 
thoſe thoughts, for he did ſee ſo much inconvenience 
in it, by reaſon of the nearneſs of blood, and the 
. high diſtaſte of his father, that it would be unhappy 
for them both, "Theſe are his own expreſſions 


in a letter to her. 


Now the firſt notice that I had of the buſi- 
B3 . neſs, 


neſs, was in Auguſt, 1654, which was by a let- 
ter from my brother Huginſon, wherein he | 
writes, that he had thought his couſin George ; 
had come to his houſe out of love to bowling, | 
but he ſaw now it was out of love to his couſin 
Anne Delaune, and that if it were not timely 
prevented, they might make themſelves ſure 
together. 


This unexpected news came to me late at 
night. I ſaid nothing then to it, but the next 
morning went to Lingſted, and aſked for my 
ſiſter, and told her I hoped ſhe had not ſo ſerved 8 
me, land endeavoured my ruin. She pleaded | 
ignorance, and that ſhe knew nothing of it, 
and that ſhe utterly diſliked it. I aſked then to 
ſpeak with her daughter, who with ſome diffi- 
culty was brought to me. I ſaid to her, couſin, 
there is a buſineſs going on between my ſon 
and you, altogether againſt the liking of your 
parents, and if you go on it will be the ruin of 
you both, for I ſhall never give way to it, 1 
hold it ſo unlawful for couſin-germans to mar- 
ry; and therefore if you will now lay it aſide, 
and 


= LE ee ets — 


ö 
| 
| 
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and go no farther in it, I ſhall be a good friend 


to you, and take care to provide you a fitting 


huſband, 


Sir, ſaid ſhe, it is gone fo far that I think 
my couſin George will not conſent to what you 
propound, but if he be willing, I ſhall not be 
againſt it, yet I think he will not, That I ſhall 
try, ſaid I, when I come home, having not yet. 
ſpoke with him about it. 


When I came bome, I let my fon know 
that I had heard of ſuch a buſineſs, and had 
ſpoken with his couſin about it, and that ſhe, 
finding it ſo diſtaſteful to her mother and me, 
ſeemed willing to lay it aſide, if the like wil- 
lingneſs were in him. Is ſhe ſo, faid he? Yes, 


really, ſuid I, I do not fee but ſhe may be per- 


fuaded to it, and fo 1 would have you, for 1 


tell you, if you go on it will be the ruin of you 


both. Perhaps this familiarity may have ſome- 
what ſottled your affections to. one another, and 
therefore for the preſent I would have you for- 


bear going to her, and that will leſſen it. 


B4 | Upon 


— 4 
— — 
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- Upon this he abſented himſelf for a few 
days, but being under-hand ſolicited by them 
to come thither, he was very importunate with 
me to go. I confeſs I was much againſt it, but 
becauſe he ſo earneſtly preſſed it, at laſt I gave 
way to it, telling him, I hoped it might be for 
good, and that he would ſo fully tell her his 
mind; that ſhe might have no more thoughts 
of it. About an hour after he was gone, I 
went after him, and when I came to Lingſted, I 
aſked for them, and my fiſter telling me they 
were in the parlour, come, ſaid I, let you and! 
go to them; and when we came to them, couſin 
and ſon, ſaid I, I have already ſpoken to you 
both apart, now I will tell you my mind toge- 
ther, It is this: I ſhall never give my conſent 
that you two ſhall be married together, for I 
do, and ever did abhor the marriage of couſin» 
germans; and therefore if you will both fairly 
lay it down, there need be no more words of it, 
and I think no wrong to either party, For if 
you have been ſo fooliſh as to make engage- 
ments to one another, it was without your pa- 


rents conſent or knowledge, and between par- 


ties 
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ties not fit to marry together ; and now your 
parents know of it, they are utterly againſt it, 
and therefore you may both diſengage each 
other of your promiſes, and I think no harm 
done, but all well; and then couſin Ann, be 
aſſured, I ſhall be a good friend to you. 


Upon this the young couple began to be 
ſomewhat at a ſtand, when preſently my ſiſter 
ſaid, brother, what if my daughter be with 
child? Truly ſiſter, ſaid I, it is a queſtion very 
unſeaſonably put, and I think upon no ground, 
for I am confident that he never lay with her ; 
(which he hath often ſince profeſſed, and that 
he did not know whether ſhe were man or wo- 
man) but if ſhe be with child, faid I, the baſ- 
tard muſt be kept, better ſo than worſe; for I 
tell you George, it you marry her, you muſt 
not look to come within my doors. Upon this 
my liſter preſently replied, couſin George, be 
not diſcouraged with that, for if your father 
will not receive you-I will, and you ſhall be 
welcome to me ſtay as long as you pleaſe, This 
is right, {aid I, now you have fully diſcovered 

B 5 yourſelf 


matter being now known to his father, he did 
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yourſelf to be what I thought you, the main 
'contriver of the match; I have done. Come 
George, ſaid 1, if you will go home with me, 
well and good, if not, take what comes of it; 
and ſo away I went. About half an hour after 
my ſon followed me home; 1 told him it 
was well he was come, and wiſhed him to for- 
bear going thither any more ; he followed my 
advice, and kept with me. But privately un- 
der-hand my ſiſter and his couſin ſent to him; 

and then ſhe carried her daughter up to Lone 

don, and there endeavoured to have them afked - 
at church, and'cried at market ; which coming 
to my ear I prevented, and that moſt fearfully 
madded her and her party, And to prevent 
farther attempts of the like nature, his uncle 
Dudly coming in the nick of time, and offering 
himſelf, (my ſon alſo deſiring it) he was ad- 
mitted his companion and bed-fellow, to ſtave 


mem off; for as ſoon as my back was turned, 


they were ſtill ſoliciting of him. Then my 
ſon preſently wrote a civil letter to her, that 
whatever his intents were heretofore, yet the 


ſee 
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fee ſo much averſeneſs in him, that he could 
not go on; and that they were ſo near of 
blood, that he feared God would never proſper 
ſuch a marriage, and therefore deſired her to 
have no more thoughts of it. Aſter this, her 
friends ſoliciting and troubling him, he went 
into Suſſex with his uncle Dudley, and was ab- 
ſent from me near fix months. In all that 
time, for ought I ever heard, they kept very 
good company, and lived orderly ; and what- 
ever his uncle did himſelf, I am ſure he was 
careful that my ſon ſhould no ways be de- 
bauched ; neither did I at his return find him 
tainted with the vices of the times, but every 
way very well, I am ſure he ran far greater 
hazaxds when he kept h&r kindred company; 
for I have been informed by a good hand, that 
© there were ſtrange plots to intoxicate him, ſo 
to work their ends; I am aſhamed to mention 
the manner of it. Indeed they could never 
compaſs their deſign, for he hath very often 
profeſſed that he did never lye with her, nor 
was ever married to her. Something they talk 
of, was ſaid by a man of their procuring in a 
: B6 chamber; 
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chamber; but ſure it ſignified nothing, for ſhe 
hath diſcharged him of that and all his other 
promiſes to her, and, as he ſaid, did give him 
free liberty to marry whom he pleaſed. And I 
verily believe,. had it not been for the mother, 
little diſpute had been about it: for not long 
before his death he was heard to ſay, that he 
would not for ten thouſand pound that he had 
been married to his couſin Ann de Laune, for 
1 could not have loved her, ſaid he, a month to 
an end. And I am ſure of late he was ſo averſe 
to them, that he could not endure any men- 
tion of her or her mother, 


And this is the ſtory of that ſo much talked 
of marriage. And wherein, I pray you, lies 
the heinouſneſs of my ſin in this-bufineſs ; if I 
did. forbid! my ſon to marry, where to me it 
ſeems abſolutely forbidden by the word of 
God, by decrees of ancient councils, and not 
allowed by the moſt orthodox and beſt men? I 
am ſure tlie ſcripture ſays, Thou! ſhalt. not ap- 
proachᷣ to any that is near of kin to thee ; and I am 
ſure couſin-germans are very near of kin. Let 
edman 9 others 
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others do as they will, and make what conſtruc- 

tions they pleaſe, the words of the text have 
and ever ſhall prevail with me. So long as God 
hath given us choice enough, I think I ſhall 
not venture within the line. And whatever 
may be talked, it was neither ſinalneſs of por- 
tion, nor want of proportion and handſomneſs, 
nor meanneſs of birth, nor unfitneſs of years, 
or any outward thing, (though perhaps there 
might be enough to except againſt) that made 
me ſo averſe, but only the prohibition of hea- 
ven, which ſays, Thou ſhalt not approach, Sc. 


And now, gentlemen, if I muſt be puniſhed 
for cauſing my ſon to obey that which I con- 
ceive to be the law of God, Fiat voluntas Dei. 


Sir, ſaid the miniſters, we cannot think, 
neither muſt you, that God will puniſh you 
for keeping his laws; and ſeeing you are per- 
fuaded that it is unlawful for couſin-germans 
to marry together, and that your ſor. was never 
married to her according to the church of 
England, nor had ever carnally known her, 
(brett we 
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we cannot conceive: you were at all to blame 
to forbid it, as ſoon as it came to your know 
ledge, but that you did well in it; ſuch mar- 
e ape ſeldom-or Py eee (97; 


But a aid Wan ſeeing you-are 10 plegled 
thus fairly to treat with us, give us leave to be 
plain with you, and come a little nearer home 
to you, and tell yon of ſome perſonal vices, 
which we think ſtick cloſe to you. 


THE FOURTH CHARGE, 


As firſt, That your mind is too much ſet on 
the world; that you are of a covetous diſpoſi- 
tion, and keep not that hoſpitality chat * 

your TOE and eſtate, | 


| erkennen | that you are an hard landlord, 
and raiſe your rents, and let things for more 
N — or can be made of them. 


10 Tiny, t "that n you live unmarried, 


* — able bodied man, you can 
hardly 
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hardly live chaſtly, but W 
| hae eee, 


Fourthly, Tn 
family duties, nor have educated your children 
ſo virtuouſly, nor with that care godly parents 
ought to do. 


_ Fifthly, That you have not dealt ſo well 
with your younger brothers as you ought. 


Anſw. Gentlemen, {aid I,. now you touch 
me to the quick, and make me examine all my 
ways, and the fins of my youth; what man is 
there that liveth and ſinneth not? Who can 
ſay that he is clean? I conſeſs that I have ſin- 
ned, and do daily, and while I live in this bo- 
dy of fleſh, it is hard not to fin, , While we 
live here on earth, we are ſtill but men, and 
not angels or ſaints, 


But to 1 to — porticulan of the 
charge, and firſt to. that of covetouſneſs: Co- 


vetouſneſs is that which reſts, as I conceive, in 
| the 
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the affections and deſires of the mind; and 1 
profeſs, as far as I know my on ſoul, I do 
not, nor ever did covet my neighbour's houſe, 
lands or goods, or any thing of another man's, 
ſo as wrongfully to deprive him of it. I never 
ſaid to gold, thou art my god, nor. truſted in un- 
certain riches, If my own ſoul deceive me not, I 
could act that part Chriſt commanded the young 
mai in the goſpel, ſell all that thou haſt, and come 
and follow me: I could eaſily part with all when 
he commands, I have been deprived of houſes, 
lands, goods, and liberty, and that cauſeleſly, 
in an inſtant; my loſſes have been to the value 
of thirty or forty thouſand pounds: And 1 
thank heaven, T never - ſhed tear, nor broke night's 
Jeep for it. 1 have Peace and quiet within. Theſe 
outward Laer never troubled: me. They ſeemed 
ſo looſe upon me, and cleaved ſo little to me, that 
the parting from them never drew drop of blood 
from me, or cauſed ſo much us one figh ; I found 
myſelf ill, and a contented and happy man, though 
7 wanted them T ſaw they added little to it ; and 
ſhould the like befal me again, I doubt not but 1 


ſhould ſtill be the ſame, By this T find my heart is 
not 
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not ſet on covetouſneſs. But if an honeſt endea · 
vour not to ſuffer a-man's ſelf to be defrauded and 
eozened, (though I think I have been ſo as much 
as any) and if to manage an eſtate as near as I can 
to the beſt, if to improve it and buſy-a man's ſelf 
about it, if that be covetouſneſs, I think I am guilty 
of it. Sure there is good warrant, both from reu- 
ſon. and ſcripture, that every man ſhould labour 
and endeavour in that way God hath placed him, 
and ſhould tend to ſomething. I God hath bleſſed 
my endeavours in theſe ways, men may envy it, but 
ſure no blame is due to me for it. 


To the Charge of Hoſpitality. 


' You charge me for defect in hofpitality, I 
am ſure no man's houſe in the country is more 
open to poor and rich then mine; and if the 
jealoufies of the times, and my own reſtraint, 
did not now hinder, it would ſtill be more 
open. As it is, Iam ſure there are twenty poor 
people at leaſt weekly relieved, and that libe- 
rally, My loweſt proportion in my houſe, 
whether I be there or not, is every week a bul- 

lock, 
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lock, of about fifty ſtone, à quarter of wheat, 
and 2 quarter of malt for drink, which makes 
about a barrel a day for my houſhold. I men- 
tion not ſheep and other things, more or les, 
when I and my children (when I had any) 
were at home. Sure this is no very niggardly 
e for a family, 


| And for ſetting poor people to work (which 
I take to be as good a deed as moſt) I think few 
have exceeded me. I am ſure for well nigh 
thirty years, (except three or four that T was in 
priſon) I have expended on labourers and 
workmen, at leaſt a thouſand pounds a year. 
And I do not know of one that I have employ- 
ed in all this time, or in all my life, ſervants or 
others, whom I have defrauded of WET magen. 
or not paid them their hire. | 


It is true, there is a ſmith who did ſome 
work about ploughs and carts, . and thoeing of 
horſes, juſt at the time I was ſequeſtered and 
carried to priſon ; when he demanded money 


of me, I told him the ſequeſtrators, who had 
| the 
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the ploughs, and carts and horſes, and the corn, 
and all, ought in conſcience to pay him, and 
not I, who had no benefit of it; him I turned 
over to the ſequeſtrators, as I thought I had juſt 
reaſon to do. 


There is likewiſe a Sandwich man, in + 
ſtore-houſe of whoſe I had about thirty or forty 
quarters of wheat. This the ſequeſtrators alſo 
took away ; and when he demanded money of 
me for the hire of his room, I refuled to pay 
him, telling him, thoſe that have the corn 
ought to pay for the room, Other than theſe, 
I know not any to whom I have denied pay- 
ment, and I conceive there is much reaſon why 
they ſhould not be paid by me; and therefoxe 
I hope no great offence to heaven in this. 


To the Charge of being a hard Landlord. 


It is faid I am a hard landlord, and raife my 
rents. I confeſs as tenants leaſes expired, I took 
no fines to renew, as my anceſtors did, but let 
out my farms at improved rents, both the te- 

nant 
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nant and myſelf liking it better. But I do not 
know that I let a farm to any tenant for more 
than I thought (and I had ſome little ſkill) it 
was really and honeſtly worth, nor for more 
than (had I been to have taken a farm) I would 
have given for it myſelf, Nor have I any te- 
nant (though the times be now very bad) who 
ſhall ſay, fir, my farm is too dear, I cannot live 
upon it at the rent ; if he leave it to me but as 
good as it was when he took it, I will take it 


again. Nay, notwithſtanding corn is ſo cheap, 


I give any tenant I have, liberty to leave his 
farm, and I will take it. I never did, or ever 


will, force any tenant to keep his farm. Nei- 


ther in all this time, hath any tenant come to 
me to take his farm again. Some indeed I 
would have outed of their farms, (being none 
of the beſt tenants) but could not perſuzde 
them. I never arreſted or impriſoned any te- 
nant for his rent, nor willingly uſed any ſevere 
courſe, If I could indifferently be ſatisfied any 
other way, I have ſcarce demanded my rents 
of late becauſe of the cheapneſs of corn, but 
have made all the ſhifts I could to get money to 

| lerve 


NARRATIVE, &. 45 


ſerve my occaſions, and ſpared my tenants, that 
they might not be forced to put off their corn 
at too mean rates. If theſe be the ſigns of an 
hard landlord, than I am one. | 


There is one Ellen, of Stausfield, I hear, 
hath complained of me for being ſo. I will 
tell you the caſe, and then you ſhall . whe- 
ther I delerve it or not. 

Laſt Michaelmas was two years, I let a farm 
there to him for forty pounds a year. At the 
end of the year I ſent to him for his rent; his 
anſwer was, that it went hard with him the firſt 
year, being to buy all his ſtock and ſeaſons, 
therefore he deſired me to have a little patience 
till he could make money of his corn: upon 
his deſire I did forbear him. About half a 
year after I ſent to him again, and then he faid 
corn was ſo low that he could make but little 
money of it. Upon this I forbore him till the 
other year was up, and he indebted to me two 
years rent, and went to him myſelf, and wiſhed 
him to leave the farm if he found he could do 

no 
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tao good upon it. He deſired to keep it, hoping 


the times would mend, and offered to make over 


his ſtock to me for my ſecurity ; this he did, 
and continued in his farm, and at Lady-day 
next promiſed to clear all. About a month 
after the time I ſent to him to fulfil his pro- 
miſe, and was informed that he had ſold all his 
corn, driven away his ſtock, and-carried all his 
goods, and was gone himfelf, and had left me 
about twenty pounds worth of corn on the 
ground, to ſatisfy for three years rent, which 
was fix ſcore pounds; ſo I was to be a loſer 
one hundred pounds by him. This is the truth, 
and who now do you think did the wrong? 
Many of theſe kindneſſes have I uſed to my te- 
nants, and have been ſo ſerved by them. 


To the Charge of living unmarried. 


Jo the charge of my being unmarried, and 
not living ſo chaſtly and virtuouſly as a Chrif- 
tian ought to do, I confeſs, that for almoſt theſe 
twenty years I have lived unmarried, and 1 
thank heaven I have a healthy able body, and 


have 
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have natural and carnal affectious in me, and a 
love'to women and their company, and T think 
he deſerves to be un-mann'd that hath not. 


1 confeſs I have been more vain and fooliſh 
with them than I ought to have been, heaven 
forgive me. But for committing fornication 
or adultery with any ſingle or married woman, 
I profeſs before heaven (though perhaps few 
may believe it) I lam clear from it. I never 
had illegitimate iſſue, nor ever had carnal 
knowledge of any woman, fave my own wife; 
nor of her, but as was fitting for procreation ; 
ſeldom or never after I knew her to be with 
child. 


Neither was this abſtinence in me from any 
frigidity or diſability in nature, for my diſpo- 
ſitions that way, were (I think) as ſtrong as 
moſt men's. Neither was it for want of invites 
and opportunities to it, of them I had enough, 
Nothing reſtrained me but the fear of offendin g 
heaven; vox illa terribilis, always founding in 

=_y 


4 NARRATIVE, '&, 


my ears. Whoremongers and adulterers God will 
Judge.“ This hath all along been the bridle to 
my unlawful defires, and I hope ever ſhall be. 


To the Charge of nepletin Family Duties, 


| To that of ordering my family and duties 
thereto belonging, I confeſs it is an excellent 
ching when the maſter can ſay, I and my houſe 
do and will ſerve the Lord. But it is hard in a 
great and numerous family to have all lo well 
minded. It-is the maſter's part to ſee them 
perform the outward duties of God's ſervice, as 

prayer and going to church, and to ſhew them 
the way by his own godly example; this I was 
always mindful of, frequenting the church on 
the Lord's day, both forenoon and afternoon, 
if not hindered by the weather, or ſome ex- 
traordinary occaſion, and calling upon my ſer- 
vants to do the ſame, ' And all the week after, 
it was my conſtant courſe to pray with my fa- 
| mily once, if not twice every day; and if I had 
not a Levite in my houle, I performed the of- 


fice myſelf. 
It 
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j 


It is true, though in my own private devo- 
tions, morning and evening, I uſed conſtantly, 
without failing, my own conceived ejaculations 
to heaven; yet to my family, after reading 

ſome part of the ſcripture, I commonly uſed 
the ſet forms of prayers of the church, or of 
tome other godly men: which in public meet- 
ings, and no extraordinary occaſion happening, 
1 conceive to be very fitting, and ſufficiently 
warranted, both from Moſes, David and Solo- 
mon, who compoſed prayers for the church; as 
likewiſe from Chriſt himſelf, who made a prayer 
for his diſciples, and bid them pray thus: Our 
Father, &c, It is warranted alſo by the prac- 
tice of Chriſt, who ſute had the ſpirit of prayer 
as much as any; yet in his agony he uſed no 
variety, but three ſeveral times, as the text hath 
it, went and ſaid the ſame words: Father ! if thou 
walt, let this cup paſs from me. He quarrelled 
not at the ſet form, nor do I know why any 
wan ſhould. If another man has compoſed 
a prayer whoſe words {peak my mind to the 
full, and peradventure more full than my own 
words can do it, why ſhould not 1 uſe them? 
C Let 
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Let thy heart and affections go with his words, 
and then they are thine own, . 


I confeſs I like not praying by rote; and I 
think him but a dull Chriſtian who cannot, or 
does not, upon extraordinary occaſions, pour 

out his ſoul to God in his own words. Thou 

mayeſt have ſome ſores, which none but thy 
own words can diſcover. But at a public meet- 
ing, and upon a general confeſſion of our fins, 

when we all join together in prayer, what a 

pleaſant harmony, or rather thundering vie- 
lence, doth it uſe to heaven's gates to bring 

down a remiſſion of our fins? And this hath 
the church of God uſed heretofore, For my 
part I cannot diſlike it, ſo the private be not 
omitted, for I confeſs, Nothing ſpeaks a Chriſ= 
tian better, than frequency m prayer ; no duty 
comes near it. It makes thee acquainted with hea- 
ven, it begets a familiarity between thee and thy 

God : that ye ſhall not be ſtrangers one to another ; 

you have a friendly converſe together : it brings 

down heaven to thee, and lifts thee up to heaven. 


It is the hey that unlocks all God's treaſures : it is 
the 
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tie Columbus, which diſcovers and brings home to 
thee that terra incognita, and more than Indian 
treaſure, It makes heaven and earth all one. It 
makes thee- ſee and enjoy God himſelf, without thy 
diſſolution, The weak-ſighted owls and bats of this 
world, ſee not God, except he expreſs his goodneſs 
to them, in giving them riches, and honour, and 
wives, and children, and ſuch outward bleſſings ; 
and more or leſs, as they receive of theſe, they 
judge of God accordingly. But thou ſhalt, when 
God hath talen away thy children, and all other 
outward things, thou ſhalt ſee them really in kim, 
and with more comfort then when thou hadſt them 
here, For here thou enjoyedſt them with a mixture 
of ill; in him thou enjoyeſt them pure, and all other 
happineſs beſide. Thou haſt the fountain-head, and 
body of the ſun, from whence all theſe rivulets and 
beams proceed. This elixir and ſovereign balm, 
a wiſe Chriſtiun will not loſe : I have found it the 
ſole medicine for all my affiiftions; and as I ever 
have, ſo I ever will make uſe of it. 


The Apoſtle's advice to the Thelſalonians, 
Pray continually, is excellent, and I with all 
- to follow it. 


C2 | But 
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5; Bee's pray, Paul, let us reaſon it a Hitte. 
Pray continually? Muſt we pray when we enjoy? 
Prayer implies want, and want cauſeth ſorrow and 
mourning. And can the children of the bride- 
chamber mourti white the bridegroom is with them? 
And conſt thou "want any thing who enjoyeſt thy 
God? Thou enjoyeſt not him if thou wanteſt, or de- 
Freſt any thing beſides himſelf. And if hou en- 
joyeſt him, what haſt thou to pray for? Thou haſi 
already the fruition of what thou canſt pray for or 
deſire. Sure then thou art to rejoice, and ſolace 
thyſelf in thy God, Thou art already arrived at 
this harbour and haven of happineſs. Thou needeſt 
then no more winds, no freſh gales of prayer to fill 
thy ſails, and carry thee to thy port. Thou art 
come to it, thou mayeſt now ſtrike ſail and be at reſt, 
thou haſt no farther to go than to thy God, Whi- 


ther wouldſt thou ſail? What! go from thy God 


again? Wilt not thou reſt thyſelf now thou art 
come to him? What wouldeſt thou have ? 


Ol, but poor ſoul, thou canſt not always enjoy 


theſe feaſt days. The ſun of righteouſneſs will not 


always ſhine ſo clear upon thee, There are miſts 
and 


F 


NAR RATTLE, S $z 


and clouds that do, and will daily ariſe from thy. 
own corruptions, which. will obſeure and. darken. 
that ſun, and keep his chearful light from thy, ſoul, 
and cauſe him to hide: his face from thee, There 
will be times when the bridegroom ſhall be. taken, 
away, as our: Saviour ſays, when thou: ſhalt haue 
loft him whom thy ſoul loyeth, What wilt thou do 
then? That will be a ſad time indeed, and then 
thou hadſt need faſt, and mourn, and pray, and 
night and day ſeek aſter him; thou hadſt need hoiſt 
all thy fails to follow him, and run about the ſtreets, 
and call the watclmen to help thee, and uſe all 
means, both by thyſelf and others, to find him out; 
and when thou haſt found him, be fare to hold * 
N * not let * go. 


Bur poor ſoul, thou canſt hardly hold him fo * 
here, but thy corruptions will quickly tooſe im from 
thee again. Aye, Paul, thou knoweſt that too well, 
and that made thee cry out, aha e ga, 
and to be with Pt | 


White thou 118 this vail of , thou canſt 
not fax, and without intermiſßon, enjoy thy Su- 
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54 NARRATIVE, Sc. 
viour. God ſaid to Moſes, no man ſhould ſee hir 
face and live. Here we muſt be content to ſee his 


back parts, till we put off theſe rags and clogs of 
corruption, When we come to heaven, and not till 


then, we ſhall ſee him face to face, and be bleſt with 


an everlaſting fruition of him. Oh. then, pray con- 
1 pray here without ceaſing. 


7 o the Charge of the Education of my Children. 


Now for the education of my chiidren, this 
I fay: In their younger years they were tender 
and weak, and when J had buried many other, 
and had only them two, I confeſs I was more 
fond and indulgent, and gave more way to 
them, than otherwiſe I ſhould have done : yet- 
I do not know that I omitted any thing that 


years convenient, I put them out to very good 
and careful ſchools, Bromley and Wye, where 
J was often myſelf with them, to ſee that their 
maſters educated them well, both for reli- 
gion and learning; and was ever careful to 
. them accommodated with all other maſ- 

ters, 
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ters, to learn from them ſuch things as their 
ages were capable of. From ſchool I carried 
them to Cambridge, where I made choice of an 
able and godly tutor, and placed them in Syd- 
ney College. When they had been there two. 
or three years, I brought them to London, in- 
tending to ſend my eldeſt abroad into France, 
and my youngeſt to the inns of court, becauſe 
he had no diſpoſition to travel. I went with 
my. eldeſt once or twice to Dover for that end, 
but France being at that time in much confu- 
ſion, I durſt not venture him. After that, 
ſome overtures of matches prevented him; and 
the eldeſt not going abroad, the youngeſt would 
not be perſuaded to go to the inns of court, 
(though I much deſired it) but would keep with 
bis brother: I deſired nothing more than put- 
ting him upon ſome employment, and gave 
him his choice to take to what he would, but 
never could get him to take to any. 


Whilſt they were in London I had ſeveral 
maſters: who came to my Lodgings to inſtru 
them. Their ſinging, dancing, and fencing- 

C4 | maſters, 


maſters, and one who read the mathematics. 
Thrice a week they went to the Mews to ride 
the great horſe. Theſe exerciſes they had con- 
ſtantly ; and their maſters, who were accounted 
the beſt in town, coſt me about fix pound a 


week. 


Every night Ie them to read a chap- 


ter or two, and then prayed with them, and 


willed them to uſe alfo their own e dew 


On the Sabbath days I carried them to hear 
(as I thought) the beſt preachers, and diſcoutſec 


On the week days they often went to lee 
tures, and I took the beft care I could to keep 
them from idle company and improper ſpots 
though youth will have its vanities. | 
[ By my own example, and beſt counſel, I 
diſſuaded them from debauchery, For, I thank 
heaven, no man can tax me for ſwearing, drink- 

| ing, 
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ing, whoring, or gaming. I never, tomy 
knowledge, ſwore an oath but before à magiſ 
trate; nor ever drank ſo much as might unman 
me, and make myſelf a beaſt; I ever abhorted 

it. Though I muſt confeſs, that I have ſome- 
times (yet but ſeldom) for company ſake drank 
more than enough, or did me good. 


No one can charge me with being a whord- 
maſter : and I never gamed for more than I was 
indifferent whether I won or loſt; never played 
for love of money, but only for company and te- 
creation; and I dare conßdently ſay it, my fans 
were alſo free from; thoſe yices, except gaming. 
1 do not think they did ever {wear or whore. 
My youngeſt could not endure wine or ſtrong 
drink, and my eldeſt but ſeldom drank it, To 
that fooliſh ſport of cocking they were addicted, 
but the youngeſt moſt ; as alſo to carding: he 
would play ſomewat deep at thoſe games, but 
never at dice. I often chid him, but could ne- 
ver break him of it. My eldeſt had handſomly 
left both, and was ready to hearken to his fa- 
ther's advice, and, I think, was vixtuouſly dife 

C5 x poſed. 
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| poſed,” I am confident all the world could not 
make him commit a known fin. He never 
failed, morning and evening, to betake himſelf 
to his private devotions, that I obſerved; nei- 
ther do I know any vice that he was inclined 
to: he was of an affable, mild, and ſoft nature, 
which won him the hearts of his friends and ac- 
yuaintance ; but his brother of a contrary, 
pleaſing and courtebus to none, but croſs-grain- 
ed to all, as much to his father as any, and I 
knew not how to break him of it, I was. in 
hope that years and diſcretion might in time 
have made him leave it; and ſo poſſibly it 
might, had not envy to his brother's virtues 
and growing goudneſs, forced him upon that 
deviliſh fact, which cauſed him moſt deſervedly 
to be cut off by a ſhameful death, before he was 
wouy years of age. 


This is all I ſhall fay for the education 


of my children. I am ſure, night and day, 
muy care and my prayers have been for them. 


More than I did, I know not what to do. Ma- 
ny a father who has not been at half the care 


' 


3 and coſt I have been, have had their children 


do much better; they could not do worſe. 
But God's will be done. Many are made to 
believe that I kept the youngeſt very ſhort of 
maintenance : to that I ſhall ſay nothing here, 
but what Mr. Boreman, a reverend and grave 
divine, had from his own mouth, and is ready 
to teſtify. That gentlemen, who was with my 
ſon Freeman to the laſt, once put the queſtion 
to him, what maintenance his father allowed 
him; he anſwered, I never aſked any thing of 
my father but I had it. 


Indeed he might well fay ſo; for I evet 
gave. them, not only when, but commonly be- 
fore they aſked ; and then, not ſtones for bread, 
but uſually better and more than they deſired. 


To the Charge about the younger Brothers. 


To that of my younger brothers by a ſecond 
venter, I ſay, I did more for them than their 
father either would, or could have _ had 


he 1 | 
C6 | I took 
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I took the ſame care for them in their edu- 
cation as if they had been my on; if they 
will not make good uſe of it when ng Colt 
to cs it is their own fault, _ wine 1129 


When my father ſettled an eſtate on me 
upon my marriage, he reſerved at leaſt one 
thouſand pounds a year, to raiſe portions for 
his younger children: but before his death 
this was fold away, and he was indebted beſides 
near four thouſand pounds. He had a fiſter, 
and another ſon, my whole brother, to whom 
he left te 


All his eſtate and goods png, amounted 
not to above a thouſand pounds; yet 1 admi- 
niſtered and paid all his debts: there was not 
any could juſtly demand a farthing. Indeed I 
took ſome time to do it, but at laſt paid all; 
which coſt me three thouſand pounds more 
than his goods were appraiſed at. 
To my father's ſiſter during her life, I gave 
her diet with me, and fifty pounds a year out 
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of my own eſtate ; and to my brother, who: 
was a ſtudent in the law, I gave one hundred: 
pounds '# year as long as he urn out of * 
own eſtate likewiſer'* NI ITAL 


My half s were thus . " 
The eldeſt, who was then a man grown, I ſent” 
to travel, and allowed him one hundred pounds 
a year; I am ſure he never before ſpent my 
father twenty pounds a year. The ſecond be- 
ing ſomething of a ſcholar, I ſent him, with 
letters of recommendation,' to Leyden, to ſtudy 
phyſic. The third had a mind to be a foldier 
in the Low-Countries, thither I ſent him, and 
furniſhed him with money to buy places of pre- 
ferment as they fell, and he is now a captain or 
a major. The fourth I put apprentice to my: 
father-in-law, a merchant, who loved him 
dearly, and would have done much for him: 
before he died, he run his maſter fifteen or ſix- 
teen hundred pounds out of caſh, and ſpent it; 
and T am almoſt forced to pay it for him. The 
fifth I bound to a Ruſſia merchant, and gave 
two * pounds with him. During his 

maſter's 
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maſter's life he was employed in Ruſſia, and af- 


again, and to encourage him, adventured two 
or three hundred pounds with him, which he 


fairly ſpent, and then betook himſelf to other 
courſes. The ſixth I bound apprentice to a 
woollen-draper in St. Paul's Church. yard, and 


gave one hundred and twenty pounds with 


him: he ſerved out his time, and was a jour- 
neyman a while, and had thirty pounds a year 
of his maſter, and twenty of me. But he ſoon 


grew weary of his employment, and running 


into his maſter's debt was forced to leave the 


town, and then to mend tlie matter unfortu- 
nately married. The ſeventh was a daughter, 
to whom [I allowed for her maintenance forty 
pounds a year, and offered, upon a convenient 


match, to have given five hundred pounds por- 
tion with her; but ſhe, when I was ſequeitered 
and in priſon, before I ever knew any thing of 


it, married herſelf to one of the ſequeſtrators of 
my eſtate, who is, now he comes to live upon 


his own, worth I think but little. 


0 tt 0 4 
This 
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. This is a true relation of what I did for my 
half brothers and fiſter, which I think is not 
much amiſs. And I ſtill continue to every one 
of them, (though they have not made good 
uſe of the courſes they were put in) an allow- 
ance of thirty pounds a year out of their mo- 
ther's eſtate; if they will take no courle any 
way to help themſelves, and better their for- 
tunes, the blame is not mine. 1 am ſure, had 
I not uſed all the friends and intereſt I had, 
and diſburſed a good ſum of money too, a cour- 
tier had begged their mother, being a lunatic, 
and then there had been nothing at all to main- 
tain them. What their mother doth not ſpend 
they have, and ſhall have fairly diſtributed 
among them after her deceaſe. In the mean 
time they will do well to look out for ſome ad- 
ditional ſubſiſtence, for the hm will not 
be much. | 


And thus I have given you an account of 
the education and maintenance of my half. 
brothers. There is much fault found with me 
becauſe I denied to lend my third brother a 

f ſum 
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ſum of money, about one hundred pounds, 
which he lately writ to me for out of the Low- 
Countries, It is true I denied it, and upon this 
account: I was at that time, with divers others, 
a prifoner it» Upnor caſtle. Cauſe I knew none, 
but we ſuſpected it might be for fear of the 
Swediſh army, leaſt they ſhould draw down this 
way, and the Hollander joining with them, 
ſome party of this nation might be aſſiſtant to 
them. Juſt at this time, when all the fears and 
jealouſies were upon the nation, and many 
every where committed, comes my brothers 
ſervant with a letter, and tells us of the near 
approach of the Swedes. | 


The governor of the caſtle looked very 
ſtrangely upon the buſineſs, and all my fellow - 
priſoners began to wonder, to ſee a man come 
over to me at that time from thence; and I was 
as much, and more than any, troubled at it, 
but could not help it. Yet to do the beſt 1 
could to avoid all fuſpicion; as ſoon as I had 
read the letters, I gave them to the governor 
to read, one of which being in French, I Eng- 

liſhed 
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liſhed it to him, not knowing but that he might 
ſuſpe& ſomething of privacy ; I let him know 
that I was lorry the meſſenger came to me at 
ſuch a time. The money I could not furniſh 
him with, being a priſoner, and had not but 
for my own expences; and I told the man I 
neither would, nor durſt let him have it, if 1 
did know where to get it, and therefore wiſhed 
him to return again as ſoon as he could, for I 
knew there would be jealouſies upon me as long 
as he was here, I deſired him not to come to 
me, vr to ſpeak to me in private. I knew there 
was nothing yet to charge me with, but ſhould 
I now be ſending money over- ſea, they might 
then pretend to enough. Therefore I wiſhed 

the meſſenger to return to my brother, and in 
a letter which. I ſent then to him, deſired to be 
excuſed, if I had ſome care of my own ſafety. - 
So I ſent the meſſenger away, having paid for 
bis lodging and diet, and given him ſome mo- 
ney in his purſe. Ang, to my ſenſe, I did in 
that juncture of time what was fitteſt to be done, 
blame it who will. 


* 


The 
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N The Miniſters Reply 
Sir, ſaid they, yon have given us moſt ſatis- 
factory and Chriſtian anſwers to all theſe things 
you ſeem to be charged with: we ſee how eaſy 
| a thing it is for foul tongues to llander honeſt 
men behind their backs. We only wiſh that 


theſe your anſwers were made more public, to 
ſatisfy the world. | 


Gentlemen, ſaid I, there is one thing more 
I am charged with, which though it come not 
from you, but from another hand, yet may - 
poſſibly be i in your thoughts. I will give ſome 


anſwer to that, and then I have done, 


To the Charge of 1 a Royaliſt | 


Some there are who ſeem to wonder why 
Sir George Sondes ſhould be ſo great a Royaliſt, 
having all along been ſo virtuouſly e * 
made ſuch profeſſion of „ 


Ole 


Anſw. I confeſs I was trained up in * 
gion 


1 
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tzion from my childhood; and when I was 
ſent to Cambridge, had Dr. Preſton, a very 
eminent and godly man, for my tutor, of 
whom, I thank God, I learned much good; 
and by my familiarity with him, I became ac- 
quainted with thoſe who were moſt eſteemed; 
but I never to my knowledge, heard from him 
or them, but that a good Chriſtian and a Royaliſt 

might ſtand together. 


As they taught us in the firſt place to fear 
God, ſo the next was to honour the king, And 
I am ſure, nothing is more frequent in ſcrip- 
ture, than the requiring us to perform our 
vows, both to God and man. And I am as 
ſure, I was bound by many ſeveral oaths to my 
king, which I did not ſo readily know how to 
diſpenſe with. Yet I never was ſo great a Roy- 
aliſt as to forget I was a free-born ſubject. I was 
willing to have our king; but not our tyrant, 
or that we ſhould be his ſlaves. I was ever for 
reformation in church and ſtate, but not for ex- 
tirpation, I was never againſt reducing of bi- 
thops to their priſtine function of taking care 
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of the churches, nor of the reſt of the clergy, 


to take them off from ſecular employments ; 


but to unbiſhop them, and take away all orders 
and degrees, and a certainty of maintenance 


from them, that I underſtand not. 


I was ever for order and government, both 

im church and ſtate, Purity ſpeats not ing bur 
confuſion and ruin. God is the God of order, and 
therefore of his own courtiers he hath degrees, an- 
gels and archangels; and ſo is his court alſo com- 
pofed, The ſpheres all differ in their maznitudes, 
and move one within another : his lights vary in 
Meir bigneſs, greater and leſſer. The choriſters 
of heaven have their varieties, and do not all fing 
© the ſame note: and if in tie choirs here the organs 
fould have pipes all of one fire, the mufic would be 
but dull. If the bells were all tenors, there would 
be but little pleaſure in ringing ; and it would be 
& bad concert where there is not a treble, as well 
as a baſs viol. I con caſt my eyes on nothing in the 
whole univerſe, but hath, and invites to degrees : 
only religion muſt have its parity. That which is 
the rule and order to all other things, muſt that be 
0 out 
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ont of order? What is the reaſon? It is, fay they, 
becauſe our great Maſter ſo commanded it, ;fay- 
ing, among you it ſhall not be ſo. Mat igt 
he ſays ſhall not be ſo? Why, you fhall not tyrun- 
nize over, and enſlave thoſe that are under you, ias 
the rulers of the Gentiles do; but he that will be 
cluef among you, let him be your ſervant. And ſo 
he is, and ought to be, who governs aright,. The 
greateſt chieftain is the greateſt ſervant, and hath 
the greateſt care of thoſe that belong to him, Ye 
call me Lord and Maſter, ſays Chriſt, and it is 
true, ſo I am; and if your Lord do ſuch mean of- 
fices, think not much for you to do the like, He fore 
bids not maſtery, but enjoins humility and brotherly 
love: this learned divines make to be the true 
meaning; and thoſe that give it another ſenſe 
are certainly miſtaken: but that is no wonder 
in theſe times. Paul, who was bred at the feet 
of Gamaliel, and abounded in revelations, and 
was full of thg ſpirit, yet at the difficulty of the 
work, ſaid, Who ts ſufficient for theſe ' things? - 
Who is able to wade into theſe depths? And 
yet now our illiterate mechanics, who muſt have ſe- 
ven years to learn their own trade, will at ſeven 


days, 
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days, or leſs, undertake to teach this. Oh divinity! 
thou that art the apex, and chief all ſciences, thou 
to whom all other are but handmaids, that art, ars 
artium, & ſcientia ſcientiarum, art made too 
cheap thus to be humbled, 
Nor was I ever againſt taking away mono- 
polies, and arbitrary impoſitions, and impriſon- 
ment of the free ſubje& ; nor againſt leſſening 
the exorbitancy of favourites, who, like drones, 
ſucked and devoured all the honey which the 
common-wealth's bees, with much toil, ga- 
thered. M904” 


I went with them ſo long as it was for king 
and parliament, and I think did them as faith- 
ful ſervice as any ; but when it came to parlia- 
ment and no king, and parliament againſt king, 
then I was at a ſtand, I knew not what to do. I 
was contented to fit ſtill, and not do: againſt 
my conſcience I could not, nor would not do: 

and though I have ſuffered enough, yet I ne- 
ver aRted any thing againſt the ſtate, never was 
: | in 
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in any plot or petition againſt them. Not fo 
1 a wed . | | 


* 


For my . I am a what le ever profiled, 
and I hope better than ever I was; for I know 
that non progredi, eft regred. 

114 ui Jud bai en od 10 97} Nl. 

I ever loued ſolidities. Formalities, and out- 
ward ſhews of a leafy religion, never took with me. 
Jever ſuſpected thoſe, who to ſeem more holy and 
religious to the world, had their congregations 
apart, crying ſtand off to their brethren, I am ho- 
lier than thou, and talked like the proud Phariſee, 
God I thank thee, I am not as other men, and brag 
of new lights ſprung from old hereſies; and will 
not be contented with thoſe antient apoſtolical, and 
holy practices of the church, but will have the ſa- 
crament a/ter a new way and time too, and are an- 
gry if the ſcripture be not taken in their ſenſe, 


when, God knows, they underſtand not one word of 


the original to expound it by : that care not how 
foul their hearts be within, ſo they can but with 

their eyes and hands mate a ſhew of holineſs, and 

ſeem to be very ſtri in keeping the Sabbath, 


though 
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though they breab all lie other-commandments ; as 
if he that ſaid, thou ſhalt keep holy the Sabbath 
day, had not likewiſe ſaid, thou EXT not ill, thou 


eee Se. * 


- 


I remember it- 3 . vas not 
in the fire, or the boiſterous wind, but in the 
foft and gentle voice. - And Chriſt ſays, Learn 
of me, for I am lowly and meet. 'Theſe boiſterous 
and fiery-ſpirited men, I much doubt whether the 
_ of God be in * or no. 


Jam, and ever was, far from Acriding = 
ſcoffing at any of them. Lonly wiſh that they 
were what they ſeem to be. I meddle not with 
them, but leave them to ſtand or Sell to their 


on maſter, 


I be way that I profeſs and propoſe to my- 

felf to walk in, is quite different, but I think a 
fure one; it is ſhort but full, Chriſt his own 
way ; and this is it: 7 love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all 0 foul, d thy 


ae. rs as thyſelf, 
I thank 


, 
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I F thank heaven I have endeavoured theſe 
things in the whole courſe of my life, I never 
feared any thing in the world more than ſin, becauſe 
it offended my God; nor was ever much troubled 
with any outward loſſes or croſſes, ſo long as 1 
found I had peace within myſelf and with my God, 
And I praiſe God, in the midſt of this deluge of 
trouble, which might have ſunk an ordinary ſhip, 
T have hardly taken in any water, but that of tears 
ef repentance, and tears of natural love and affec- 
tion, which could not but be abundant in my condi- 
tion, yet I have not been overwhelmed with them. 
The good hand of God ſtill ſuſtained me, and his 
comforts ever refreſhed my ſoul; ſo that through 
the thickeſt darkneſs of this black and fearful cloud, 
I could ſee the ſun of comfort. I knew my God was 
all-ſufficient, and that he both could and would, in 
his good time, totally diſpel it, and reſtore me the 
lite comforts again. 


For that other branch of love to my neigh- 
bour, this I can ſay: That to the poor I have 
ever been charitable, and relieved their neceſ- 

{ities as occaſions offered, and ſhall continue to 
D do 
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do ſo as long as I live; and at my death not 
forget to do them good, as the members of my 
Saviour Chriſt, 


My other neighbours, of what quality ſo- 
ever, I have treated as brethren, Inever tomy 
knowledge, or with my good will, wronged or 
defrauded any, In all my dealings with them 
I have ſtill made it my rule to do as I would be 
done by. To my beſt remembrance I never did 
that to another but I was contented ſhould be 
done to me in the ſame caſe: and he that walks 
by that rule cannot err; it is our Saviour's, and 
as himſelf ſays, it is the fulfilling of all righ- 
teouſneſs. 


THE LAST CHARGE. 


Some are of opinion that I can hardly for- 
get or forgive an injury done to me. 


Anſw. I deſire no more to be forgiven by 
heaven, than I am ready to forgive all the 


world, Heaven itſelf doth not promiſe pardon 
and 
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and forgiveneſs but to the penitent ſinner: you 
muſt acknowledge your offence, you muſt be 
ſorry for your fin, and promiſe and endeavour 
amendment, before you can expe 9 
from God. 


1 * been as foully injured, and as deeply 
wounded, by thoſe of ncar relation from whom 
I have highly deſerved, as I poſſibly could be: 
yet let them perform to me the condition that 
God himſelf requires, and I both can and will 
forgive them. More than this, I conceive, 
God requires not. Our daily prayer is, For- 
give us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſ- 


paſs againſt us. 


Otherwiſe than thus to forgive, is to ſeem 
as though you lighted, or did not underſtand 
the injury. And what would the effect of this 
be, but an encouragement to the ſame parties, 
or others, to do the like again, or worſe? 


We all offend God and our neighbour; 
and our Saviour's rule is, to forgive, not to ſe- 
D 2 | ven 
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ven times, but to ſeventy times ſeven; that is, 
to a numberleſs number. 


F the injuries and affronts done to me be nat 
too notorious and wilful, I can and do daily forgive 
them undeſired : I never mind them: but if they be 
great and ſpeak loud, even: then, if the party will 
but acknowledge them, and profeſs hearty. ſorrow 
for them, be the offence ever ſo foul or great, I 

have a charity to forgive them. More than this J 

think is not required of man, or begged of God. 


Now that I can and have thus forgiven, is 
evident by that ſhort prayer I compoſed, and 
was uſed in my family for my ſon, morning 
and evening, as long as he lived, and recom- 
mended to the churches about me. I am ſure 
a greater injury could not be done to me than 
he did. | 


—— 


The 
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The PR AT ER. 


. we beſeech thee, look 
down in mercy on that moſt 
miſerable and unhappy creature of 
thine, (if not beyond the reach of 
mercy) Freeman Sondes. Lord, 
ſoften his hard and ſtubborn heart, 
and give him a true fight of his moſt 
heinous and bloody fin, and an hear- 
ty ſorrow for the ſame, Lord, give 
him grace to turn to thee by true 
and unfeigned repentance, that ſo 
thou mayeſt have mercy upon his 
poor ſou]. Thou art the fountain of 
mercy, and all flows from thee. His 
father, at his earneſt deſire, though 
he killed, oh! foully killed his dear 
ſon, and ruined him in all his hopes, 
D3 hath 


78 NARRATIVE, vc. 


hath pardoned him. Oh! do thou 
then, oh Father of mercies, in that 
{ad hour of his death, receive him 
into thy arms of mercy, that his 
mournful father may yet have this 
comfort, that though thou haſt made 
him childleſs, and left him not one 
fon alive on earth, yet, (which 1s 
much better) they may live with 
thee in eternal bliſs in heaven. Dear 
F ather, grant us this our requeſt, 
and that only for thy beloved Son 
Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, our Lord and on- 
ly Saviour. Amen. Fa 


In his examination at Maidſtone before the 
juſtices, when he was aſked what provoked him 
to commit ſo foul an act, it is ſtrange to ſee 
how he feems to make my hard uſing of him to 
be the motive and provocation; whereas it is 

1 | | e 
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well known to all, that never ſon was treated 
more tenderly by a father. I will ſet down the 
effect of his examination, and my anſwer to 
himſelf by a letter, when I came to the knows 
ledge of it; and the true ſtory of the doublet 
he ſo much complained of, atteſted by divers 
who were then by. And when at laſt he aſked 
forgiveneſs of me, and deſired to hear from me, 
you ſhall ſee my tenderneſs towards him in my 
laſt letter. 


The eſfect of his Examination. 


The fa& of murdering his brother he freely 
confeſſed before the juſtices: it is already in 
print, and grieves me to repeat it. But being 
aſked why he did it, he anſwered, it was be- 
cauſe upon a difference between him and his 
brother, about a week before May day laſt, con- 
cerning a doublet, his father threatened that he 
would ruin him ; never look on him more; 
keep him ſhort while he lived ; and at his death 
make him a ſervant to his brother : that as it 
was ſaid by ſome that he had a thouſand pounds 

=_ a year, 
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a year, I would not leave him a thouſand groats, 


and that I would make him as poor as his uncle 
Nicholas; and that during the laſt four years 
he hath not had of his father forty pounds, he 


believeth not twenty; and that his father's diſ- 


pleaſure againſt him Rill continued. 


Theſe, if truths, might have been ground 
of diſcontent, but no provocations to ſo wicked 
an at, But he who is the father of murders, 
is alſo the father of lies, and taught man this 
leſſon from the beginning. We are all apt to 
lay our faults on others; our father Adam did 
it in Paradiſe : The woman whom thou gaveſt me, 
ſaid he, fhe gave me of the fruit, and I did eat: 
as if he had ſaid, if thou hadſt not given her to 


me, I had never eaten of the forbidden fruit, 


Oh ungrateful Adam, to upbraid thy Maker who 
gave thee a woman, the beſt of creatures, for an 
help, and not for thy ruin! O, wicked ſon, ſo to 
pervert thy father's words, which were fpoken 
to thee for thy amendment, but not for thy 
hurt! My letter to him will declare the truth, 


and 


— 


* 
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and in what manner the words were ſpoken to 
him, | | | 


Can it be imagined if any thing had paſt 
that had troubled him about that doublet, that 


it ſhould provoke him to commit that foul fact 


a quarter of a year after, eſpecially fince he had 
the ſame, if not greater, opportunity all along ; 
and all manner of reſpe& and kindneſs, both 
from his brother and me, paſſing ſtill to him, 
to the very night before, and all former quar- 
rels quite forgot? T had been from them ſeven 
weeks a priſoner in Upnor caſtle, and did not 


_ fee them but as they came ſometimes to me, 


paſſing between London and my houſe, I came 


home not many days before; and the very day 


before, T and both my ſons were at Feverſham, 
to ſee 4 match at running, a ſport they delight- 
ed in; we were as pleaſant as ever, and ſo went 
to our chambers and bed, without the leaft ſhew 
of any diſconterit, But I will ſhew you my 
ſon's letter to me, and my anſwer to him, which 
will diſcover the truth of theſe things, 


D5 Letter 
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Letter of Freeman Sondes, 
| Moſt dear and loving father, 


ALTHOUGH through the kei 


nouſneſs of my offence, I am become unworthy to ſee 
your face more, in this world, yet I hope ſuck is 
your fatherly goodneſs, that you will vouckſaſe to 
accept and read theſe few and laſt lines of your 
dead ſon, Dead to yourſelf, dead to all this 
world, and 1 hope, through God's grace, dead 
to fin ; but alive to God through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. Sir, I praiſe God, I am come to a ſight 
and ſenſe of my ſm; I begin to feel the weight of 
my ſin, but I hope the Lord Feſus will very ſhortly 
eaſe me: in full aſſurance whereof, I deſire to be 
diffolved and to be with Chriſt. Sir, I deſire 
you may have comfort in my death, although you, 
have had little in my life: for, IJ have ſinned 
againſt heaven and before thee, and am no 
more worthy to be called thy fon. The Lord 
make me worthy to be one of his. Sir, all I 

beg 
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beg at your hands is your pardon, your bleſſing, and 
your prayers, which I doubt not to obtain. I am 
now near my journey's end, and I hope in a very 
ſhort time to reſt in Abraham's boſom, whither my 
brother is gone before me, Is gone! hinc illæ 
lachrymæ! And you, my dear father, ſhall in 
| God's good time follow aſter. Comfort yourſelf 
with theſe words. Sir, I hope through the flrength 
of God's grace to look death in the face cou- 
ragiouſly, and depart this world penitently ; not 
doubting but that when 1 ſhall petition, Lord, re- 
member me now thou art in thy kingdom! I 
ſhall, to my unſpeakable comfort, receive that gra- 
cious anſwer from the mouth of my triumphant Sa- 
viour, This day ſhalt thou be with me in Para- 
diſe. In prayer for which, and aſſurance whereof, 
through faith in the Lord Jeſus, with my humble 
than ls for your tender love and fatherly care, from 
my very cradle to this day, although undeſerved, 
my humble duty preſented to yourſelf, praying to 
God to make you happier without us than you were 
with us, I humbly tate leave. 


Your ſon for a few days, 


But 1 hope the ſon of God for ever, 


Freeman Sondes. 
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To the above letter of his [ returned ws 
following anſwer ; 


Sc; 


| I HAVE received your letter, and 

like well of the words and deſires you uſe therein, 
and wiſk with all my ſoul you were as that ſpeaks 
you : that you were heartily ſorry for that moſt high 
and crying fm committed againſt your heavenly and 
earthly Father, in ſo foully murdering your moſt 
innocent brother. Upon theſe hopes (though never 
greater injury was done to man) I do really and 
fully forgive you. And do, and have, and ſhall, 
as long as you have being here, moſt heartily and 
earneſtly, every moment of time, beg of God to 
give you a true ſight of this, and all your other ſins, 
and receive you to his mercy and forgiveneſs, But 
tet me tell you, that will never be but upon a true 
repentance of all your ſins, and an acknowledgment 
of them, and that (let me be plain with you) I ſee 
xot yet in you. For this moſt deteſiable fait, you 
confeſs indeed that you did it, but, as much as in 
you lies, lay the provocation of it upon your father, 
by 
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by charging him with the moſt falſe and deuiliſi 
unkruthe, as I. find in your examination. As firſt, 
upon the falling out between you and your brother . 
about wearing one another's doublets, (wherein 
you had and would have your will) you tax 
your father with ſaying that he would rum you; 
whereas your uncle Nicholas, and the ſervants who + 
were then by, know that I only ſaid, theſe ſtub- 
born and wilful courſes of your's, if you con- 
tinue in them, will ruin you. And fo I fear 
they have, for to the laſt you continued in them, 
And in the leaſt trivial things, of riding abroad to 
my park and town, (things you lthed in themſelves) 
yet becau ſe I defired it of you, you refuſed it, and 
faid, if. your father had not aſked you to go, 
you {houtd have done it: and this you did the 
Thurſday and Saturday before this foul fat, J 
mind you only of this, being ſo lately done; fun- 
dreds more you know there are ; as your perpetual 
running to Ling ſled againſt my mind, and ſlaying 
out until ten and twelve at nizht : and this you 
would do three or four times every week, and make 
me wut thoſe late hours for you, both for ſupper 
and bed. Aud when I told you the danger of 

riding 
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riding thoſe late hours, the amends that followed 
upon it was, the next day to do the ſame again, or 
worſe ; and never could I prevail with you to ſtay 
any one time from going there, though you knew it 
was extremely azainſt my mind, you receiving no 
good from thence : but you continued it the rather, 


and that to the laſt. 


Next, you tax me with ſaying that I would 
make you ſervant to your brother. Never ſuch 
words fell from me; it is moſt falſe, as all then by 
can teſtiſy, and I proteſt to God it was never in my 
thoughts, nor did my actions ever tend the leaſt 
that way, which all the world ſaw. For, you 


| were ever habited and cloathed alike ; and I 


never made difference between you in any 
thing, but have been taxed with ſhewing you 
more kindneſs, and bearing more with you 
than with your brother. But poſſibly I might 
ſay, you need not carry yourſelf ſo doggedly to- 
ward him, for you muſt be beholden to your bro- 
ther ; and ſo you muſt have been, had he lived, 


Next, you tax me, that whereas ſome friends 
had 
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had told you that you had a thouſand pounds a year 
given you, that I could not keep from you; I. ſaid 
you had not a thouſand groats, and that I would 
male you as poor as your uncle Nicholas, 


It is true, I did tell you that you had not a 
thouſand pounds a year, neither do I know that 
you have one foot of land, or one groat of money 
given you by any friend in the world. But I did 
not ſay that I would make you as poor as your un- 
cle Nicholas: I might, and I think did ſay, that 
let not your flatterers ſoothe you up, and maintain 
you in your ſtubborneſs and diſobedience to your 
father, for you muſt be beholden to him for what 
you have, and he could make it more or leſs, ac- 
cording as you behaved yourſelf, and that it was in 
his power to mate you as poor, and give you as lit- 
tle as your uncle Nickolas. But both you and 
all the world know, my care was to make you 
a good fortune ; and for that end only I have 
been as good an huſband as I could, and have 
near theſe twenty years kept myſelf a ſingle 
man, and barred myſelf the comfort of a wife, 
only becauſe I would not burden myſelf with 

more 


8 NARRATIVE, Se. 


more children, that you might have the more ; - 
for your brother had his fortune aſcertained 
| before. And thus you have requited me; to mate 
me childleſs, and to ruin my family, (and That m 
an inſtant) which all my life have been labouring 
to ſupport. W | 


Next you complain, that for theſe laſt four years 
you have had very little, or no money from me, not 
forty or twenty pounds. I ſuppoſe this is from the 
time you came from Cambridge, for then I am ſure 
I allowed you a certainty of forty pounds a year, 
beſides cloaths aud extraordinaries, and that was 
not ſmall, for at one time I paid a bill of forty 
pounds for yon, tohen you had the ſmall pox: and 
I am confident, and you know it, you have ſpent 
me in, cleaths and otherwiſe, above an hundred 
pounds a year, befide your diet, ever ſince you 
came from tlence. You had of all things that 
you would, and as ceſtly as you pleaſed, and as 
often, and all paid by me without the leaſt 
check : though ſometimes your vanity carried 
you to lay out threeſcore pounds or more upon 
one ſuit, I am ſure no man's younger ſon in 

| England 


1 
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England went better, nor had more care taken 
for his education than you had. The beſt 
maſters in London for the mathematics, and 
divers exerciſes, came to you, to my great ex- 
pence.” And often have I been earneſt with 
you to go to the inns of court, or undertake 


ſome other employment, and offered to allow 


you for your expences what you could deſire, 


but you would not. For money to ſpend, you 


had ſtill equal with your elder brother, and as 
much as I thought you could any ways need, 
being always with me, or any ways ſeem to de- 
fixe, You never aſked any fum that ever was 
denied you; you knew where my ſpending 
money was, and you went to it, and took what 
you pleaſed, I never checked you for it. Ten 
pounds at a time I have offered you, and that 
lately, and you would have none of it, you 
needed it not, you had money enough, you 
ſaid; and fo indeed I. think you had, to your 
great hurt: for that made you play at ſuch 
great games, and bet ſo high at cocking, as 
none higher; and to loſe, and that at my lodg- 
ing, near an hundred pounds at a time. To 

play 
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play with your father you ſcorned, though he 
often deſired it: he played at too ſmall a game 
for you. Theſe are no ſigns that you wanted 
money, or that your * carried a ſtrait hand 
| towards you. 


Oh, Freeman! thou knoweſt thy father 
loved thee but too well, and that he could de- 
ny thee nothing. From thy cradle to this day, 
I know not that ever I ſtruck thee, ſaving that 
once, when through thy unſufferable ſaucineſs 
in the parlour, I pulled off thy hat, and gave 
thee a little pat on the head. And much good 
came thereby: for you preſently took it up and put 
it on again, cocking of it, and in ſcorn ſat in your 
chair by me, in a diſcontented poſture, and ſo con- 
| tinued for four or five hours, not ſpeaking one 
word, Nor do I remember that ever I chid 
thee in anger; though thy dogged humour of 
hiding thyſelf for a long time, and running to Lon- 
don without my knowledge, and the janglings with 
thy brother upon the leaſt trivial occaſions, would 
have provoked any father living: but ſay T did it 
at any time, thou knoweſt it was as ſoon over as 

ſpoken, 
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ſpoken, and therefore you need not ſuggeſt my 
diſpleaſure continued againſt you. To that very 
night you did this bloody fact, how have I courted 
thee as my miſtreſs, not my ſon? Ever ſince 1 
came from Upnor, how have I every day 
ſought new, ways and journies to have thy 
company ? Surely theſe are no arguments of a 
father's diſpleaſure. | 


But ſay I was diſpleaſed. Why then didſt 
thou not kill me, and ſpare that innocent 


lamb ? O youth! I believe thou mighteſt be 


offended at me ; but certainly the main thing 
that provoked thee, was thy envy at thy bro- 
ther's virtues and growing goodneſs, and that 
he was the elder, and that I and the world be- 
gan to look on him, and love him. Oh, hel- 
liſh wickedneſs! Heaven give thee grace to re- 
pent heartily of it, and God be merciful to thy 
moſt foul ſoul, and waſh it clean in the blood 


of his dear Son Jeſus Chriſt, that when thou 


comeſt to die, it may be a gueſt fitting to be 
received into his pure manſions: and that it 
ans 
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may there ever live with him, in eternal bliſs, is 
the conſtunt prayer of 
Thy moſt ſad and diſconſolate father, 
George Sondes. 


After this my ſon ſent me another letter, 


which was as follows : 


Dear and ever honoured father, 


Is the midſt of all the diſtreſſes 
of my fad ſoul, the ſweetnefs of your love and 
fatherly indulgence, brings with it much com- 
fort to my diſconſolate ſpirit, which is a little 
revived by your loving letter to the high ſhes 
riff, whereby I have this liberty to preſent the 
moſt dutiful affection of a penitent fon, Good 
father! let me upon my humble requeſt obtain 
your gracious pardon and forgiveneſs of all my 
former diſobedient actions; and admit me, I 
beſeech you, into your prayers, that I may be 
thankful to my heavenly Father for this reſpite 

ol 
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of life, and employ the ſhort remainder of my 
days in repentance, prayer, and other holy du- 
ties; that ſo thereby I may win comfort to my 
poor ſoul here, and through the mercies of 
Chriſt my Saviour, enjoy everlaſting bliſs here» 
after. Which God of his infinite-mercy vouch» 
ſaſe unto you, dear father, and to me, 


Your moſt affectionate and obedient ſon, 
Freeman Sondes. 


After this I ſent him the following letter: 


Son Freeman, 


Tun time of your leaving 
this world (for ought J know) draws near; and 
I hope, as you have had ſufficient time, ſo you 
have made good uſe of it, and are prepaied to 
go to your God. If you have (as you tell me) 
a true ſight and hearty ſorrow for your ſoul ſin, 
then I doubt not but when you are diſſolved, 
you ſhall be with Chriſt: and if I could be 
once thoroughly aſſured of that, I confeſs (as 

| | you 
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you ſay) I ſhould have comfort in your death, 
although 1 have had but little in your life. 
But let me beg of thee, my ſon, not to deceive thy 
own ſoul ; God is not mocked, he ſees not as man 
ſeeth, there is no diſſembling with him, Now is 
the time of thy making or undoing for ever, As 
the tree falls here, ſo it hes. If thou goeſt out a 
true penitent here, thou {halt undoubtedly be 
a glorious ſaint in heaven hereafter, 


But know, it is not all the prayers and tears, 
and cries of all the godly miniſters about you, 
who I hear (and heartily thank them for it) 
have plentifully afforded you their aſſiſtance, 
nor the earneſt beggings of your father, or of 
the churches, can do that work: it muſt come 
from thy own ſelf; thy own heart muſt beg it, 
or all will be in vain. The hotteſt ſun cannot 
mate a dead tree live, nor the ſtrongeſt blowings 


kindle fire in a dead coal. I there be no ſap in 
the root, the ſun doth but dry, and not enliven the 
tree: if no ſpark of fire lie hidden under the aſhes, 
all the blowings will never male it to burn, 1 
hope thou haſt ſome ſparks of grace in thee, 

though 
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though deeply buried under a world of rubbiſh; 
ard I hope all thoſe godly bellows that are uſed 
will blow that away, and make thy fire of true 
repentance and godly ſorrow burn clear, and 
make thee able truly to ſay with the prodigal, 
Father, I have ſinned againſt heaven and againſt 
thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy ſon ; 
and then thou mayeſt be aſſured of the like re- 
ception from him: he will embrace thee in 
the arms of his mercy, and feaſt thee in his 
heavenly manſions. For thou wert loſt, but now 
thou art found; thou waſt dead to fin, but now 
thou art alive in Chrijt, and ſhalt for ever live in 
him. Oh, happy ſadneſs, if it produce this joy! 
Oh, happy death, i it produce thee that bleſſed life! 
happy change, to leave a world of miſery, to go to 
an heaven of bliſs. Oh, Freeman! rouſe up thyſelf 
like a man, mind the work you are about, ſlr up 
the graces which I hope are in thee, Certainly 
thou canſt not be ſo barren of knowledge and 
goodneſs as I hear you make yourſelf to be. 
Thou haſt been inſtructed in the ways of god- 
lineſs from a child. Thou hadſt maſters and 


tutors to keep thee in them when thou waſt 
abroad, 
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abroad, and at home thou hadſt thy father's 
counſet and example. He never failed to 
cauſe you and your brother to read the ſcrip- 
tures, and conſtantly himſelf prayed with you, 
and called on you to betake yourſelves to your 
private devotions, and had you to church to 
hear the beſt men, and the moſt godly ſermons, 
and diſcourſed to you on what was preached; Is 
all this loſt ? Hath this foul fin fo deaded thy 
ſoul, that no ſpark of true grace can appear? 
Take this comfort, man's ſin cannot be fo great, 
but God's mercy is greater. Hell is only fil 
of impenitent ſouls, If thou canſt but truly repent, 
God-will forgive, Say but with David heartily, 
J have ſinned, and God will ſay to thy ſoul, as 
Nathan to htm, the Lord hath forgiven thy fin, 
The thief on the croſs no ſooner ſaid, Lord, re- 
member me when thou comeſt into thy king- 
dom, but Chriſt ſaid, this day ſhalt thou be with 
me in Paradiſe. And do you but deal plainly and 
clearly with heaven, and I doubt not but you will 
| find the ſame anſwer to your own ſoul. Do not 
. palliate, or ſhift off thy ſin: I tell thee, neither 
thy father or thy brother, I am ſure, ever gave 

thee 
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thee the leaſt occaſion which might provoke 
thee to commit this foul fact. Too muck ſoſt- 
"neſs and gentleneſs, old Ely's fault, was mine more 
than any other. I could but reprove thee with 
this, do ſo no more, my ſon. I have often checked 
myſelf for it; I know I ought to have gone 
higher, but thy dogged and ſtubborn nature 
was ſuch, that I feared to do it; and I could 
not ſee that any reproofs did thee good. No, 
I tell you, you have none to accuſe in this but 
your own wicked and envious diſpoſition, and 
the devil, who had got ſo much power ovet 
thee as to make thee do his will. And thanks 
be to heaven that reſtrained both his and your 
power from acting further miſchief on me: will 
and opportunity were not wanting, only heaven 
forbade it, and preſerved me: that I only 
thank, and beg of the Father of heaven to be 
merciful to thy ſoul? and reſt 


Your ſad and ruined father, 
George Sondes. 


E _ 
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There is much diſcourſe abroad about. a 

doublet, and a falling out between my 

ſons in that buſineſs : I will ſet down 
the true and Plain flory of it. 


The __— of the Double. 


M* ſon George coming to me at TROP In 
in Candlemas term laſt, out of Suffex, 


ſent his grey cloth doublet that he rid up in, to 
his taylor Banks, to face the ſleeves ; Banks ſee- 
ing it, told his man that he was ſure it was not 
his maſter's, for he never made it. poſſibly, 


ſaid my ſon's ſervant, the doublets being both 


alike, it might be miſtaken ; but this is it my 
maſter rid his journey in, therefore pray mend 
it; and ſo he did, and it was brought home, and 


his man told George what the taylor ſaid: I 


thought ſo, ſaid he, for it is too little for me; 
yet he wore it a day or two in London : but 
coming down into the country, one night he 


| ſpoke to his brother to let him have his own 


doublet. 


* 
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doublet. Freeman ſaid, he would keep the 
doublet he had. Then I being in the next 
chamber, and hearing them loud and wrangling, 
came out to them . and aſked what was the mate 
ter? Freeman ſaid, his brother would have his 
doublet. Then I laid to George, why do you 
endeavour to get his doublet from him? Let 
him alone with it. No father, ſaid George, it 
is my own doublet I would have, only it was 
miſtaken when I went into Sullex, and they 
gave me his inſtead of mine, and now I wiſh to 


have my own again, his being too little for me: 


but Freeman ſaid he ſhould not have it, Come, 


ſaid I, what work is here about a fooliſh doublet? 
Get you to bed. I know not what to do with 
it, ſays George, I cannot wear it; and fo fling- 
ing it on the bed, bid his uncle Nicholas (who 
was then by) take it. Do fo, ſaid I, and then 
we ſhall have no more words about it, and ſo 
went to my chamber to bed. 


The next morning, fearing there might be 
more wranglings about it, to prevent it, I went 


as ſoon as I was up to Freeman's bed- ſide, and 
E 2 | uſed. 
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uleed all the fair words I could to perſuade him 
to let his brother have his doublet, and ear- 
neſtly defired him to do it, but could not pre- 
vail with him. Now, ſays he, my brother ther hath 
worn the doublet in Suſſex, he would have me 
have it again ; T will never take it. Doyou hear, 
faid I to George, what your brother ſays? Why 
fays he, if I have worn his, he hath likewiſe 
worn mine, and the doublet is as freſh and ts 
good as mine every jot; it is not becauſe 1 
would have my own again, but becauſe it fits 
me better. Upon this I went into George's 
chamber, and ſaid to him, you ſee the wilful- 
neſs of your brother, make ſhift to wear his 
doublet for a while, you will not want it much 
longer. Father, ſays he, I deſite to wear it but 
two or three days, till I get to London, and 1 
b | have tried this, it is ſo little I cannot wear it. 


- —— 
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| By this time Freeman had put on his clothes, 
| and was come into his brother's chamber, when 
& I faid to him, fetch the doublet, and let your 
| brother wear it, No, ſays he, he ſhall not have 
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my doublet, let him wear that he hath had all 
this while. It is, ſaid I, too little for him. 


Father, ſald George, if he will but let mg 
have it to London, (which will not be above 
three or four days) that I may ſpare my other 
ſuits, when [ come there he ſhall have doublet 
and breeches too.; I am ſure the lace will be 
worth four or five pounds, but I regard it not, 
only for wy preſent uſe I wiſh to have it. Nay 
then, {aid I, Freeman, you cannot deny this 
offer. I care not, ſays he, I will keep it, 


Then 1 ſaid to him, nay, now I fee it is 
nothing but wilfulneſs, only to croſs your hro- 
ther; and ſaid to George, let him alone, it 
ſhall do him no good; and to Freeman I ſaid, 
theſe croſs and dogged humours of yours, if 
you continue in them, will ruin you :. you 
need not be ſo dogged to your brother, for I 
tell you, if I die you muſt be dependent op 
him, and whatever your flatterers tell you of 
an eſtate of a thouſand pounds a year, or more, 
th.at you have, which your father cannot keep 

E z from 
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from you, I, who know better than they, tell 
vou, that you have not a groat but what you 
muſt be beholden to your father for, and that 
it is in his power to leave you as little as your 
uncle Nicholas had left him: and therefore 
you need not carry yourſelf. ſo ſtubbornly and 
doggedly towards him, as if all were your own 
already. I tell you, if you mend not your 
manners it will be the worſe for you, This 
is all the reproof I gave him, and to my beſt 
remembrance the very words: and I think to 
ſuch an obſtinacy, there being no teaſon for it, 
but only his own humour, a father could not 
fay leſs. Well, his will he had and would 
have, and ſtill kept his brother's doublet: I de- 
fired" George to let him alone, and give the 
other doublet to his uncle Nicholas, that there 
might be no more words about it, which he 
did: for his uncle Nicholas was by when all 
theſe words were ſpoken, and remembers them 


This was in April laſt, now near four months 
ſince. "And that tis wicked wretch ſhould 
make 
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make theſe words the occaſion that provoked 
kim to murder his brother, is a moſt deſperate 
wickedneſs, and, I believe, a moſt deviliſh un- 
truth, God forgive him, 


Mr. Boreman, a reverend divine, who took 
much pains with my ſon before his ſuffering, 
bath ſince related in print many paſſages of that 
buſineſs. I was then, and ſtill am, a mere 
ſtranger to him, having yet never ſeen him. 
In that regard, it was hard for him ſo fully to 
- clear many things that I have been aſperſed 
with. This conſideration, together with the 
perſuaſion of others, hath occaſioned my filly 
pen thus rudely to ſpeak to the captious world, 
and even enforced me to ſay ſomething more. z 


In the firſt part of his book he brings in 
theſe words, with 2 parentheſis, He being in love 
with a fair gentlewoman ; intimating that to be 
one of the things which might provoke my ſon, 
Truly this is more than ever he would confeſs 
to me, or any friend or ſervant about me, that 
I know of: and when be hath been aſked about 

__ E 4 b it, 
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it, he would deny it with much flighting, and 
profeſs the contrary : and this he did, not above 
two or three days before the fact. 


Indeed I think they loved one another's 
company very well, meeting often, and gaming 
together. If they intended marriage, it never 
received hinderance or diſlike from me: I al- 
ways liked it very well ; and when ſuch a thing 
was ſpoken of to me, I ſo much encouraged it 
that I preſently faid, they tell me that ſhe hath 
three or four hundred pounds a year; whatever it 
be, I will give my fon as much at prefent, be- 
Gdes bis future expectancies, and they are not 
{mall. Thus much I proffered of myſelf. TI 
know not, then, why any thing concerning 
that gentlewoman ſhould trouble him. | 


Next I find in that refation, that I am taxed 
for negle& of family duties, and for not reprov- 
ing my ſon as T ought to have done, in the let- 
ters I wrote to him. | 

To the firſt of thefe you may fee an anſwer 
| in 


* 
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in my charges before: and the ſecond the let. 
ters themſelves will confute, and. evidence the 


I ſent an able divine-to-be continually with 
him, and inſtruc him; and this was as much 
as the exigence of the time would ſuffer me to 


J To that of my ſon's advice to the world, of 
reading the ſcriptures frequently, and praying 
to God daily ; and of parents not to ſuffer their 
children to live in idleneſs, but employ them 
in ſome calling, I think it concerns me to ſay 
ſomething, though in my charges I have ſuf- 
kiciently ſpoken of thoſe things, | 


I am fure no man ever endeavoured or la- 


boured more to perſuade a ſon to take to ſome- 
thing, than I did him, 


Very lately I was earneſt with him to ſtudy 
the law, or be a merchant, or any thing, ſo he 
would be ſomething; but he was ſo averſe, 

E 5 | that 
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that neither my own, or the perſuaſion of his 
moſt intimate friends; could prevail with him. 
No longer ſince than Eaſter term laſt, - this was 
earneſtly recommended to him by us, but to 


no W 


To the advice of prayer, and reading the p- 
tures, I can ſay it truly, that he was ſufficiently 
admoniſhed by me to do it. He knew that I 
never failed daily to do it myſelf. And I ſhall 
not only adviſe the world to read the ſcriptures, 
but alſo to endeavour the true knowledge of 
them: and the way to do that, is not only to 
exerciſe ourſelves in praying and reading, but 
to make uſe of the moſt godly, able, orthodox 
divines, ſuch as are ſkilled in the original 
tongues, and can rightly interpret, and give 
the true ſenſe. If this were done, we ſhould 
not have ſo many ſtrange religions, and fo 
many odd conceits and opinions broached every 
day, The Sadducees read the ſcriptures, and 
were as ready and well-verſed in them as any, 
yet Chriſt tells them, They err, not Incwing the 
ſcriptures. i H 
8 If 
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II could have prevented it, nothing at all 
ſhould have been printed concerning theſe {ad 
paſſages ¶ but ſince I could not hinder others, I 
have ſuffered myſelf, to be perſuaded that I was 
neceſſitated to publiſh ſomething in my own 
vindication,. and to undeceive the world. 


DL Tot LY 

4 * like not Pharifaical. 3 but when 
Paſa calumnies and faiſe aſperſions are laid 
upon me, I have St. Paul's rule and practice, 
to right myſelf in publiſhing the plain truth. 


K is "believed by many. that. I am very co- 
vetous : Lam fure if 1 had been a lover of mo- 
ney, 1 might have had many thouſands in my 
purſe more than I have. I do not know but 
what in building and other \ ways 1 have ex- 
pended. as much as J had come in. If at any 
time I had any money by me, (which was ne- 
ver much) I did not put it out to uſe, but plea- 
ſured friends with it. I have paid many a 
thouſand pound for the uſe of money, but ne- 
ver in all my life received one hundred for all 


the money J ever lent. 
th E6 | It 
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It is ſaid J have much improved my eſtate: 
I thank heaven I have not waſted it, but indifs 
ferently freed it of incumbrances, and charges 
that lay upon it: yet I have added but little to 
it by my purchaſes, 


Had I but the lands that my father and 
grandfather have fold from it, it would be 
double what it is. I repine not, but am well 
content, and thank God for what I now have, 


Perhaps I may be cenſured for ſome things 
here, as not fit to be publiſhed to the critical 
world: but this I can ſay, Though it be plain, 
yet it is true and honeſt ; and for my part, as long 
as live I will endeavour honeſty, not only in my 
words, but in all my actions, and as much as in me 
lies, labour to have peace with all men. FI can- 
not obtain it, it ſhall not trouble me, ſo long as I 
have peace of conſcience, and peace with my God, 


(10h 
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N? man's forrow like units my forrow! No 
affliction to be compared to mine in all 
the divine writ! Nor any wickedneſs like unto 
that of my ſon. M 


* 


1 — could not but be much grieved when 
Cain New his brother Abel; but they did not 
both then die. God the judge did not at that 
time execute Cain for it, but only banifhed 
him from his preſence, and ſuffered him aſter- 
wards to grow numerous, and to build cities, 
Mine are both dead, and no remembrance left 
of the. 


Abraham furely was much perplexed when 
God commanded him to ſacrifice his fon Ifhac; 
but it was not done, an angel from heaven 
ſtayed his hand in the very act. It was anly 
for trial, and required by him to whom the firſt- 
born was due; and if it had been done, yet 
Iſhmael whom he loved, had ſtill been left to 
him, Ok, that Iſhmael might live in thy fight! 

| I have 
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I have loſt both m Iſaac nnd Iſhmael, both 
— ſlain, and tha —— command 


+ ; 


bated Jacob, — threatened his death; yet! his 


4 10 


reſolution was not to kill him till his father was 
dead. . The days of mourning for my father are at 
hand, ſays he, then will, I ſlay my brother,—But 
when he met his brother with armed troops, 


bis! heart relented, and he did it not. My ſon 
ated what he intended, and that moſt foully. 
He ſtayed not till his father's death; but as 


ſoon as he had done it, came to his. father and 
; acquainted him with it, and brought him to 
the bed - ſide to ſee his brother lie weltering in 
his blood, not then quite dead. Oh, unparallel d 
en Oh, me es ſpeBacle! 2915 | 


4 


ar Job b 1 is true). Joſt FIR Sn anal three 
eee ee God's hand was ſo 
heavy on him, that he became a map of miſery. 
He loſt but all the children he had, and ſo did 
I. His children were killed by the fall of a 
houfe 


1 
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houſe which the wind blew down; it might 
ſeem a caſualty: but mine, one murdered in 
his bed by his brother; and the other deſervedly 
hariged for it. A more dreadful end! 


But Job loſt beſide a number of oxen, ns; 
camels, and aſſes, for he was the richeſt man in 
= the Eaſt. | 


1 — I cannot 97 a all my trou- 
bles, I have loſt ſo great a ſtock of cattle; but 
can ſay it confidently, that the goods and re- 
venue J have been deprived of, were worth near 
forty thouſand pounds, which would have pure 
_— a great Jock i in * time and country. 


I had three fair houſes then in my own 
hands, all well furniſhed, and at leaſt two thou- 
ſand pounds a year about them. My lands 
were all ſtocked; I had at leaſt one hundred 
head of great cattle, with fifty horſes, and thoſe 
none of the worſt, ſome of them being worth 
forty or fifty pounds each. I had five hundred 
_ peſides other ſtock 7 about a thouſand 

quarters 
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quarters of wheat and malt, in granaries, and 
corn, and great quantities of flax and hops, All 
this was ſeized and taken away at one time, 
with plate and jewels, for I removed nothing, 
concluding myſelf and eſtate Genes . 26 
long as Lacted for them. 


Beſides all this, they had the rents and pro- 

| fits of my eſtate for ſeven years together ; and 

1 the two firſt years allowed neither me nor my 
nne 


They had not only the profits of my own 
eſtate, but what they could get of alderman 
Freeman's, to whom I was adminiſtrator, and 
of my mother-in-law, to whom (lhe being a 
lunatic) I was a guardian. By that means ſhe 
and her children loſt at leaſt a thouſand pounds: 
and no return was made of it, though they 
knew it to be ſo. 


| hs laſt I was forced to pay three thouſand 
five hundred a for compoſition; or elſe 
(for 
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(for ought I know) they would have kept my 


But perhaps it may be ſaid to me, Job was 
a righteous. man; but theſe puniſhments were 
inſlicted upon you for your delinquency, for 
being in arms, and ſiding againſt the parlia- 


ment, 


againſt the PARLIAMENT, or ever ſided or aſſiſted 
any againſt them, or ever had any charge f 
delinquency laid againſt me, ox ever was called 
before the parliament or any committee, 
(though I always ſought it, and labqured it] 
for any offence ; neither could I ever learn to 
this day why I was ſequeſtered or impriſoned, 
Indeed ſome Kentiſh men have told me 1 way 
put down to ſet up others; nnr 
were, but did not long Pants „ 


When I was to compound for my eſtate, 
neither the committee before wham I appeared, 


Ry 
| a delins 
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2 delinquent, that ſo I might be capable to 
compound. There was atax for my park then 
unpaid, becauſe it was over-rated, and it was 
agreed {I being willing to enjoy my eſtate, and 
be at liberty) that I ſhould be entered (and fo 
it ſtands in their books) a nn ** rot 
paying of taxes, 
| _ This is all my delinqueney, and hath long 
ſince” been ſatisfied, ſo that now I am no delin- 
quent, nor indeed ever was; and therefore I 
| hope for that matter, I may ſtand clear with 
Job. But in this I am fure I go beyond him: 
his afflictions were but for a ſhort time, about a 
year at moſt, and then he was at quiet: mine 
have been for theſe twelve years, ever ſince 
1643, and ſtill continue: I am now a priſoner, 
Arid the laſt year, upon a ſuit of the truſtees 
mn the exchequer, for arrears of rent due to the 
church, I was there denied the benefit of the 
general pardon, which, as 0 conceived, ad off 
es-. nn Of a6) C121 
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pay to them one hundred and five pounds, as 
rent for the parſonage of Eaſtry, for that year 
r543, when the parliament farmed it out for 
four hundred and ten pounds, and received all 
the money for it: I had not one penny benefit 
by it, they had it all, and yet I muſt pay that 
rent. | | t n 
It was decreed alſo that I ſhould pay to them 
forty- nine pounds ten ſhillings, and ſeventy- 
two pounds, which I proved I had paid to Mr. 
Brett and Mr, Flote, by order from the com- 
mittee of plundered miniſters, by way of aug- 
mentation, I produced their acquittances for 
it, and Mr. Sherman, the receiver, knew and 
allowed of Mr, Brett's payment ; and yet it was 
decreed that I ſhould repay thoſe ſums to them 
again, which I conceive to be very hard meas 
ſure, and ſtrange juſtice, that all this ſhould be. 
fal me only for that mark of delinquency. 


This cauſed me to petition the lord protec- 
tor for relief; and if he be not pleaſed to re- 
lieve me, or recommend me back to the court, 

where 
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where poſſibly I may now find moxe equal juſ- 


tice, the two barons who then fate being re- 
moved, I muſt pay thoſe ſums: and I ſtand 


now in contempt of that court for not doing it. 


So then my miſeries are not yet ended: and 


were the ſame power that ruled then to conti - 
nue ſtill, I ſhould never hope to end them but 


with my life. But I hope more righteous 


© But Job had a wife aod kindred that vexed 
him. She gave him counſel to curſe God and 


Indeed in all the time of my troubles I have 
nat had a wife, either to comfort or vex me: 
nor did I deſire one: now 1 do, and ſhall en- 
deavour to get one; God ſend me à good and 


fruitful one, who may help to ſweeten all my 


miſeries. Kindred J had, but they come not 


now to me; they know they were too much 
concerned ; but at a diſtance they drank wine 
in bowl, and ranted high, faying, The beirs 
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tre now killed, the inheritance ſhall be ouys, But 
perhaps they may be deceived. 5 


And for my neighbours, ſee how ſome of 
them have all along reproached me. Job had 
not greater, nor more falſe things charged 
againſt him, than I have had. 


For my ſon's wickedneſs I muſt needs fay, 
Cain's was not greater; for he did it in the 
field, and firſt talked with his brother, and pof- 
ſibly did it with a ſword, and had ſome pre- 
tence or reaſon for it, becauſe Abel and his 
offering was more reſpected: but thou mur- | 
detedſt thy brother baſely and inhumanly, not 
in the field, but in his bed. Thou didſt not talk 
or diſpute it with him, but killed him ſleep- 
ing, and couldſt hear nothing but fad groans 
from him. Nor didſt thou do it with a fword, 
or manly weapon, but with a butcherly cleaver 
beat out his brains: and as if that had been 
too little, with a moſt cowardly ſtiletto ſtabbed 
him ſeven or eight times in and about the 
heart: nor for this thy ſo doing couldſt thou 

| have 
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have any ſuch pretence as Cain had, for thou 
wert ever equally reſpected with thy brother. 


Even profane Eſau came ſar ſhort of thee: 


he only reſolved to kill his brother, and when 
he came to him he repented of his purpoſe, and 


embraced him: but thou didſt go through with 
thy work in the height of malice: and when 


thou hadſt brought me to him, after thou hadſt 


ſlain him, I ſaw not any relenting in thee, or 


one tear drop from thine eyes for that foul 


* 
— 


— 


Bur certainly Judas went thee, none fo 


wicked as he. 


Yet hos it may be faid that he did not 


Enow Chriſt to be the Lord of Life, and then 
he did but betray his innocent maſter, Thou 
_ more, for thou didſt kill thy innocent 


brother. Judas did but deliver his maſter up to 


the judge for trial ; thou wert judge and exe- 
cutioner thyſelf. He might plead, that after 
he took the ſop the devil entered into him, and 


that 
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that his maſter bid him, What thou doeſt, do 
quickly ; and that he was hired for thirty pieces 
of ſilver: thou hadſt no devil entered into 
thee, nor any command or hire, but thy own 
malicious nature. He did it in the dark of 
the night, aſhamed that the light ſhould be- 
hold ſo foul a fact; thou in the fair morning, 
when the ſun aroſe and ſhined clear. He gave 
his maſter time to pray before he took him; 
thou didſt kill thy brother ſleeping, not ſuf- 
fering him to wake or ſpeak, only to ſigh and 
groan, and that moſt ſadly ; but all moved not 
thee. 


Oh, heaven! whither doth the remembrance 
of thy wickedneſs tranſport me? Can Judas's 
ſin find any to contcſt with it? Thine comes 
too near it, Yet in this thou hadſt much the 
better of him: he, when he conſidered what he 
had done, in deſpair hanged himſelf, and fo 
went to hell, that place of torment prepared 
for the ſon of perdition ; thou hadſt many days 
after thy foul fact to conſider on what thou 


hadſt done. And I thank heaven thou didſt 
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heartily and ſincerely repent thee of thy ſins, 
(as T am well aſſured by thoſe godly miniſters 
who were with thee to the laſt) and ſo art gone 
to heaven, the place of thy bliſs, * for 
Weib Ee | 


End of the Firſt Part. 


— — — a” — ¹ = = 
1 = — - _— 25 - = - — — > — —— — > 
2 — > ot mY — — _— ——_ — — 
— — 
— - - m—_ - — — — — 
VIA EIT — 3 ———— ERS IE == — 3 ———_—— — 
1 * 2 3 — — 


* — ” 
_ — = — 
= — = B <= Fo 
ER = 
2 —— — — 
I — — 


MIRROR 


PART UO. 


— 


NARRATIVE, Ge. 


T0 THE DIScONSOLATEK 


SIR GEORGE SONDES. 


SIR, | 

B a ſtranger to your perſon, I ſhall be 

ſecured, I preſume, ſrom prejudice, and 
freed from the world's cenſure ; whilſt it can- 
not be imagined or ſaid, without a great degree 
of malice, that in compiling this work [which T 
did at the requeſt of others) J aimed at any other 
intereſt, or had any deſign, but the glory of 
God in the manifeſtation of his mercy and 
Juſtice, 


F I con» 
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I confeſs, fir, I had a little acquaintance with 
your mourning pen, in a moſt Chriſtian and fa- 
therly letter to your unhappy condemned ſon, 
dated Auguſt 20, wherein you acted both the 
parts of a tender father and a divine; as ap- 
pears by your large and pious exhortations, ad- 
viſing him not to deſpair of mercy and forgive- 
neſs: for that man's ſin cannot be ſo great, 
« but God's mercy is greater, and that hell is 
only full of impenitent ſouls; preſſing him 
4 to beware of lelt-deceiving, to deal plainly 
and clearly with his God, by judging and 

1 condemning himſelf for his wicked fin ; and 
% not to doubt, but upon his humble and 
& hearty ſorrow for it, he ſhould find that made 
« good to his ſoul which the thief upon the 
& croſs heard from the ſweet lips of our Lord 
&© Jeſus, This day ſhalt thou be with me in Pura- 
1 diſe.” Belides this to him, I had the ſight of 
two letters more, written by you to the honour- 
able Sir Humphrey Tufton, knt. and bart. 
ſheriff, &c. one dated Auguſt 15, the other 16, 
wherein you moſt humbly beg and intreat, (it 
is your own phraſe) that he would be pleaſed 


; to 


i 
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to reſpite the execution for a ſhort time, hoping 
(which was the chief cauſe of your earneſt re- 
queſt) that it might conduce much to the good 
of your ſon's poor ſoul: and of this you was 
aſſured by a few lines from me, the night be- 
fore he ſhould have ſuffered, and fo fallen into 
the boſom of eternity ; which, that it might be 
of joy and everlaſting happinels, was the ſubject 
of your prayers and pen; which joined iſſue 
with our miniſterial actings and aſſiſtances, of 
which he had (by God's bleſſing) a plentiful 
meaſure. _ | 


You ſaid well in your letter to him, that 
« it was not all the prayers, and tears, and cries 
« of all the godly miniſters about him, nor the 
e earneſt beggings of yourſelf his father, nor 
« the churches public interceſſions, which could 
* work his converſion, and obtain a pardon for 
« him, unleſs his heart went along with ours, 
« and combined with our holy endeavours ; 
© unleſs he begged it of God himſelf with 
* earneſt ſupplications, you ſaid truly, that all 
„would be in vain, The hotteſt ſun cannot make 


F 2 « dead 
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«< a dend tree hve ; nor the ſtrongeſt blowing I in- 
dle Are in a dead coal. If there be no ſap in 
the root, the ſun doth but dry, and not enliven 
tie tree: and if no ſpark of Fre lies under the 
4 aſhes, all the 'blowings will never male it to 
«4 burn.” (Theſe are your own words.) Then, 
ſpeaking to your ſon, you add theſe words: 1 
* hope thou haſt ſome ſparks of grace in thee, 
though deeply buried under a world uf rub- 
« biſh; and I hope all thoſe godly bellows you 
4 mean the breath of the miniſters} will blow that 
« away, and make thy fire of true repentance 
% and godly ſorrow burn clear; and make thee 
able truly to ſay with the prodigal, Father, I 
« have fined againſt heauen and againſt thee, and 
„am no more worthy to be called thy ſon; and 
i then thou mayeſt be aſſured of the like recep- 
« tion from him: he will embrace thee in the 
. « arms of his mercy, and feaſt thee in his hea- 
«.yenly manſions; and ſay unto thee, T hou 
« wert loſt, but now thou art found; thou wwaſt 
* dead in fin, but now thou art alive in Chriſt, 

« and ſhalt for ever live in him. Oh, happy ſud- 
« neſs, if at produce this joy! Oh, happy death, if 


«6 it 
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it produce thee this bleſſed life! Huppy change, 
« to leave a ſinful world and a ſea- of miſery, ts 

«© go to an haven of bliſs, Sc.“ Theſe are the 
breathings of your ſoul, and as you preſaged 
and wiſhed: there we hope your converted ſon 
is now beholding the glorious face of bis Lord 
Jeſus, Now, fir, who but the malicious (whe 
look with an evib eye upon all good actions) 
will not ſay, that you had the ſame bowels in 
you towards your provoking ſon, as David: had 
in him towards Abſalom ? Who can imagine 
that he can be guilty of feverity to his child, to 
whom he had uled tos much fond indulgence 
im his life, and of whom he was fo charitably 
careful and forgiving before his death? 1 con- 
tes, that the ſweeteſs wines turn to the ſharpeſt 
vinegar; and the beſt love is frequently abuſed 
into hatred and the worſt diſpleaſure. Am act 
of diſobedience and contempt of command, 
pom one whom we have admitted inte a deeps 
aſfection, is ever entertained with great diſlike, 
and repaid with frowns, negle& and ſtighting. 
Thus a command from you his father, im reſe- 
rence to his elder brother, being not obeyed, 
| F3 | forced 
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forced you to a paternal ſeverity, threats, &c. 
But theſe were not ſufficient grounds to provoke 


him to that bloody act, unleſs a melancholy 


paſſion, [ke being deeply in love with a fair gen- 


tlewoman) together with a diabolical ſuggeſtion, 


had (God's grace for a time deſerting him) 


poſſeſſed his heart, and carried on his hand to 


attempt and act ſo horrid a fin. 


Sir, you act like a Chriſtian in the cloſe of 
your letter to him, in charging yourſelf with a 
a fault, for which, perhaps, God brought on 


you this heavy judgment. Like old Eli, too 
much ſoftneſs and gentleneſs, ¶ Do ſo no more 


my ſon, 1 Sam. ii. 14.) you atteſt to be your 
ſin: you ſay, you ought to have gone higher ; 
and I believe you did, when you went to your 
| heavenly Father by prayer, for amending what 
was amiſs in him ; but to go higher in paſſion, 
might have made you fallen lower in his and 
your friends eſteem: and it is a part of your 


— 


ſon's glory, that in all his ſufferings, reſtraints, 


and high provocations from one of your un- 
worthy ſervants, he never diſcovered any paſ- 


ſion 
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ſion or impatience, but meekly, with a com- 
poſed countenance, uſed to pray for him, and 
the reſt of his barbarous revilers, and ſay, God 
forgive them. 


A moderate correction and reproof, carried 
on with moderation, becomes the perſons of 
maſters to their ſervants, tutors to their pupils, 
and parents to their children. Too much ſe- 
verity, and too much remiſſneſs from them, 
| have deſtroyed many, Some hearts, like clay, 
are hardened by the ſun-ſhine of favours and 
gentleneſs. To ſay with old Eli, Why do ye 
ſo? to ſay this (and no more) with a gentle 
voice, when the ſin demands the thunder of 
a bold and majeſtic reprehenſion, or more, ſuch. 
an eaſy reproof encourages wickedneſs, and 
makes it meaſure itſelf by that ſlight cenſure, 
and think itſelf light, becauſe it finds no greater 
weight from its reprover. As with ill humours, 
a weak doſe doth but ſtir and anger them, ſo 
it is with fins ated by inferiors, ſome whereof 
being of a greater magnitude and deeper ſtain, : 
get growth and encreaſe by remiſſneſs.. To. 

Fg-* double 
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trouble you no more with a farther gloſs upon 
your confeſfion, I ſhall only add this as a cau- 
tion to all parents: They that are indulgent, 
are cruel to themſelves and their poſterity : had 
you been more ſevere, you might have had two 
ſons living to be the prop of your family, and 
lefs forrow; which is augmented by your re- 
flecting on your indulgency and loving care of 
them, which was (it feems) abuſed by them, 
and not improved to that height of piety as was 
intended by you, their father, ] hope this com- 
plicated'fin in you and them, hath met with _ 
gracious pardvrr from the God of mercy, your 
Father which is in heaven, who will in His 
good time dry up the ſtream of your ſorrow, 
which now runs full; ſo that I conceive ĩt vain 
to offer counſel, or to attempt to ſtop that tor- 
rent, which will run over the banks of nature, 
and never ceaſe till it be bounded with grace 
and comfort from the God of patience. I confeſs, 
ſuch loſſes, (the lofs of children) when they 
come ingly, afffit us, but when double, 
aſtoniſh and overwhelm' our ſpirits, even to 
' impatience, A wife, is a man's felf divided; 
| children, 
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children, himſelf multiplied: and at one blow 
to loſe; all, is enough to depreſs the greateſt 
courage; and it is a-mercy if that man is not 
overwhelmed with immoderate grief. 


But, good fir, remember that faying of a 
brave Spartan lady, who bearing of the death of 
her two ſons in one day, replied with an un- 
daunted courage, peperi mortales. What news 
is it for thoſe that carry deutli in their names and 
natures, to die? No more hath befallen them than 
was expected. But the death of your ſons was 
not fo, it was ſudden and unexpected; and as 
| providence or foreſight abates grief, and diſ- 
countenances a croſs, ſo: now as you could not 
foreſee this bloody ſtorm, the more muſt your 
grief be augmented. I profeſs. I mourn with 
you in ſecret, and at this time tears are ready to 
mingle with my ink; and could I mitigate 
your ſorrow by bearing a part with you, I wile 
my burden might be your eaſe: but let me tell 
you, that now is the trial of your ſpirit and 
Chriſtianity ; you are now in the liſts; ſet upon 
by a lion and a bear, two of God's fierce af- 

Fs flictions, 
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4 flitions, one ſon murdered, another executed ; 
notwithſtanding this, ſhew your fortitude and 
patience, and thereby prove to us, in this great 
difficulty and heavy affliction, that you have all 
this while been a Chriſtian in earneſt. Reſign 
up yourſelf and all that you have to God, to 
be diſpoſed of by him, the donor, according to 
his good will and pleaſure; and ſay with thoſe 
humble ones to St, Paul, The will of the Lord be 
done: Acts xxi. 14. and be ready to ſuffer pa- 
tiently more for him, who hath done and ſuf- 
fered ſo much for your ſalvation. Our Lord- 
Chriſt, for the glory that was ſet before him, 
endured the croſs, and deſpiſed the ſhame. Heb. 
xii. 2. This text your fon had in his mouth a 
little before his death, and what JI then ſaid to 
him I repeat to you; ſo long as glory may re- 
dound to God by his ſhameful death upon a 
gibbet, do you take comfort, and glory in it. 
Reſolve henceforth to a& as- the noble matron 
in St, Hierom once ſaid. and did, when ſhe had 
at one time the corpſe of her dead huſband, and 
the bodies of her two only ſons, ſlain in the 
field, expoſed to her view, and only replied 
| thus, 
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thus, with weeping eyes: By this. I. ſhall learn 
* to take off my heart from the world, and ſerve 
« my God with more attention and greater devo- 
«© tzon, being more ſrequent in prayer and reading 
* of his holy word,” Thus did ſhe; and if you 
do the like, putting into practice that counſel 
which Daniel gave to the king of Babylon, 
Dan. iv. 24, 27.) then will God, when he ſees 
it fit, (and the times being in his hands, his 
ſeaſons are beſt) turn the darkneſs of your ſors 
row into brightneſs of joy, and your ſadneſs / 
into comfort : he will do by you as he did by 
Job, he will bleſs your latter end more than your 
beginning ; and in the end of your days you 
ſhall cloſe up you eyes, with a full aſſurance of 
enjoying the ſoul-raviſhing preſence, and be- 
holding the ſaving countenance of Chriſt in 
heaven: where, when you ſhall ſee your ſon 
(with greater ſinners than himſelf, that have 
repented) crowned with immortality, and ad- 
vanced to glory, you will have a juſt cauſe to 
ſay and ſing with them in the Revelation, Great 
and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty, 
juſt and true are thy ways, thou King of ſaints, 

F6 | Chap. 
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Chap. vii, 12+ Bleſſing, and glory, and wiſdom, 
and thankſgiving, and honour, and power, and 
might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen. 


To this God Almighty, the God of conſolation, | 


who is able to comfort and to keep you from falling, 
and preſent you faultleſs before the preſence of his 
glory with exceeding joy, I T—_— me trou- 
bled foul, and ne 7 ? | 


Pour loving, though unknown friend, 
to ſerve you in the Lord Jeſus, | 


R. Boreman. 
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Chriſttans, 
WW HEN you hear or read his name, you 
| will look for a monſter in nature, or 
(as the Phariſee ſaid) one not like other men. 
So horrid, ſo unheard of, fo unnatural was the 
fact, that I confeſs, when I firſt made my ad- 
dreffes to him at Mr, Foſter's houſe, in Maid- 
_ ſtone, I plainly told him, that I expected to 
« ſee the head of a monſter (a bear or a tiger) 
_« ſet upon the ſhoulders of a man:“ ſo amazed 
(even to miſbelief) was I at the firſt report of 
the murder, | 


For 
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For who would think that brethren, and 
they but two, nurſed up in the lap of religion, 
and boſom of the church, ſhould not love each 
other? Diſperſed love, that is cut into many 
ſtreams, grows weak; but fewneſs of objects 
generally unites affections: and if two brothers 
be left alive of many, we think that the love of 
all the reſt ſhould center and ſurvive in them, 
and that the beams of their affection ſhould be 
ſo much the better, becauſe they reffect mu- 
tually in a right line upon each other. But 
the devil, who ſet enmity between man and 
God, ſets enmity between man and man. Thus 
by the malice of this foul ſpirit in the begin- 
ning of the world, the elder Cain proved the 
butcher of the younger Abel; but now, when. 
the world is drawing to its laſt period, the 
younger kills the elder; and murdered him- 
ſelf too in his brother. But what was the oc- 
caſion of both murders? It was Envy, the father 
of murder, as Baſil, of Seleucia, calls it, the 
corroſive of all minds, and the root of all deſ- 
perate actions. Abel's ſacrifice was accepted, 
and Cain's rejected: was Abel to be blamed 

for 
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for this? It ſhould have been Cain's joy to ſee 


his brother Abel proſper, and to behold his 
field flouriſh and grow fairer; as it ſhould have 
been his ſorrow to ſee that himſelf had defetved 
a rejection from his heavenly Father. His 


brother's example ſhould have directed him to 


labour for acceptance and grace with God, his 
creator. Was Cain any farther from obtain- 
ing a bleſſing becauſe his brother found mercy 
and acceptation ? How proud and ſtupid, even 
to folly and madneſs, is envy and malice? It 
makes a man hate that goodneſs in another, 
which he. negle&s in himſelf; and whoſoever 
hateth his brother is a murderer, 1 John iii. 15, 
Blood and cruelty are the attendants of envy: 
it was ever bloody; for if it feeds not on ano- 
ther's heart, it will eat its own; and unleſs it 
be reſtrained by the bridle of grace, it will not 


\ 


reſt till it be fed with another's ruin. If there 


be an evil heart, there will be an evil eye; 
and if both theſe combine, the hand at laſt will 
be guilty. This envy ig a waſp of Satan, Im- 
puri ſpiritus oeſlrus, ſo Gregory terms it ; it is 


a plant of the devil's ſetting in the heart of 


man, 
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man, and grows only when it is watered with: 
ſhowers of blood; I meam other men's: loſfes' 
and afflicting griefs. It choaks the ſeed of all 
good education ; for if this could have prevail- 
ed over an envious diſpoſition, Cain had not 
been a murderer ;- Ff 
killed his brother. 


Doubtleſs Adam, ange n not innocent in 
Paradiſe, yet was a good man out of it; his ſin 
and fall now made him religiouſſy circumſpect, 
ſo that he laboured, by all holy endeavours, to 
repair that image in his two ſons, which he had 
loſt by his treſpaſs in eating the forbidden fruit: 
but notwithſtanding his care, he could not pre- 
vent that murder. Good breeding cannot alter 
deſtiny. A man's vaſt reading and knowledge 
on earth, cannot alter what is written in hea- 
ven. | | 


May we not believe the charge of a father to 

a dying ſon ? Are not theſe Sir George Sondey's 
very words to him in his laſt letter, (which he 
received the day before he ſuffered) © O, Free- 
« man! 
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1 up thyſelf like a man, ſtir up 
e the graces that I hope are in thee. Thou 
© haſt been inſtructed in the ways of godlineſs' from 
* a child; tau kadſt maſters and tutors when thou 
e waſt abroad to keep thee in them, (he was for a 
ſhort time educated in Sidney college, Cam- 
bridge, about ſix years ſince, under one Mr. 
Matthews, a religious, godly, and learned man) 
« and at home thou hadſt thy father's counſel and 
example: (we muſt give the Knight leave to 
commend himſelf a little in ſo weighty a buſi- 
nets ; it is not ſelf- flattery, but a juſt vindica- 
tion of the world's cenſures) © he never failed 
o make you and your brother read the ſcriptures, 
* and:conſtantly himſelf prayed with you, and called. 
on yo to betake yourſelves to your private deuo- 
10 tions ; and ſtill had you to church to hear the beſt 
men, and the godlieſt ſermons, and would. diſ- 
© courſe with you n. all 
this loſt?” 


Now give me leave to ſubjoin, and make 
anſwer to this quere ; — It will appear by his 
life and. death that it was not loſt; though 

| thoſe 
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thoſe ſparks were even blown out with the blaſt 

of a ſtrong temptation, raiſed from an envious 

diſcontent, thinking he had loſt his father's. 

love, or that his brother had too much, and he 

too little of it; which was only veiled with 

frowns for a time, and mantled with threats, 
following an act of his diſobedience. 


When he had given his ſleeping brother, 
the firſt. deadly blow, on, the Tight fide of his. 
head, with the back of a cleaver, taken out of 
the kitchen the Sunday night before he did the _ 

fact; he, after the firſt blow, ſaid he would 
have given all the world to recal it, and made 
a ſtop to ſee how deep he had wounded him ; 
and finding it to be a mortal wound, (having 

broke the ſkull) his brother ſtretching himſelf 
on his bed, aud ſtruggling for life, and he 
gathering from thence that he was in great tor- 
ment, diſcovered then, even in that ſtorm of 
temptation, ſo much of a relenting ſpirit, that 
to put him out of his pain, (at which he cons 
feſſed to me he was greatly troubled) he reite- 
rated his blows with a dagger that he had in his 


pocket. 


— Lee — — 
* 


—_— 5 — — - ts m = 
r — — B 2 we Aa Ads oY He SER 9, 
= * - f 


{ 
1 
q 
| 


NARRATIVE, Sc. 139 


pocket. When I had heard this ſtory, I des» 
manded of him a little before he died, what 
thoughts he entertained in his breaſt of him- 
ſelf, when he had committed ſo foul an act? 


He replied, that he thought he was for this 


world utterly undone; and often in our hear- 
ing he wiſhed, that the hand had been cut off 
that did it. 


When he had thus imbrued his hands in 
his brother's blood, he threw the cleaver out of 


a window into the garden, and came, with great. 
confuſion and diſturbance in his face, into his 


father's bed-chamber, adjoining to his brother's, 


with the dagger in his pocket, (ſurely he had 
no farther intentions of murder, God reſtrain- 
ing the malicious power of Satan) and undraw- 
ing the curtains, ſhook his father by the ſhoul- 
der, who, being thus awakened out of his ſleep, 
received from his mouth this heart · breaking 
meſſage, Father, I have killed my brother! He 
being aſtoniſhed at it, made this reply with 
much horror: What ſayeſt thou? Haſt then, 
wretch, killed thy brother? Than thou hadſt beſt 

| kill 


ro NARRATIVE, &c 
ill me too. The ſon replied, No fir, I have 
done enough. (T am ſure it was too much) The 
father, Sir George, upon this, ſaid, Why, then 
you maſt expect to be hanged; and getting out of 
his bed immediately, took his ſon along with 
him, to behold his bleeding brother, and called 
in the ſervants to ſeize upon the other, which 
was immediately done; and after he had lain 
awhile upon his mournful bed, an officer com- 
ing in, ſeized on his perſon, and carried him 
the fame day to an houſe adjoining to his fa- 
ther's, where he ſtayed that night under guard, 
and from thence, about noon the next day, he 
wan brought to Maidſtone, (the aſfizes being 
there) and delivered to the cuſtody of Mr. 
Foſter, the-priſon-keepet,, a civil honeſt man, 
who took him to the gaol, where (though it was 
ſtenched with the noiſome ſcent of priſoners) 
he behaved himſelf with great patience and 
meekneſs, That night he was, out of reſpect 
to his family, conveyed: to the keeper's houſe, 
and the next day, being' Thurſday, the gth of 
the fame month, brought to the bar, : (after his 
pre- ekamination before Sir Michael Liveſly and: 
Sir 


& 


9 
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Sir Thomas Stiles, with other juſtices) where 
the indictment was read that charged him upon 
the two ſtatutes of ſtabbing and murder; and 
being aſked what he could plead for himſelf 
againſt the charge of killing his brother, he 
cried guilty, and ſhewed a great willingneſs to 
ſuffer death for that barbarous act, as appeared 
by his mild compoſed behaviour then at the 
bar, which much aſtoniſhed the judges and juſ- * 
tices, and the other gentlemna, of the a 
then preſent. 


Having thus pleaded guilty, he was carried 
to the dungeon in the goal, where condemned 
perſons are always put, whither divers perſons 
reſorted to him, and finding him in that Ioath- 
ſome place, (there being nothing but a jakes to 
ſit on) aſked him if he was nat ſick, and how 
he could endure it? He replied, That it was 
more pleaſant to him than his father's dining room; 
(which is, as I hear, a place of great magnifi- 

cence) nor did he drink one drop till ten o'clock 
at night, ſo ſoberly patient was he then, and 
all the time of his impriſonment, till death. 
From 
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From the dungeon he was carried that night to 

Mr. Foſter's houſe again, and the next morn- 
ing, being Friday, Auguſt 10, condemned to 
die; after which ſentence, the judge having 
defired him to conſider the foulneſs of his act, 
demanded of him the motives he had to com- 
mit it, and preſſed him thereunto for the clear- 
ing of his conſcience, and ſatis faction of the 
country, whereupon he anſwered, that he had 
done it in his examination before the juſtices, The 
judge refle&ting then upon him, put this queſ- 
tion to him: Whether ke had nothing elſe to ſay 
to teſtify his remorſe for his horrid murder? He 
then (being flow. of ſpeech, and of a reſerved 
nature) made no anſwer, but delivered a peti- 
tion to the under ſheriff, Mr. Maurice Eede, to 
preſent to the judge; who, at the petitioner's 
requ ſed it to be read in * which was 
anc done, 


A Copy 


„ 


A Copy of the Petition. 


To the right honourable the judge, and 
the reſt of the honourable juſtices of 
the peace for the aſſize and goal de- 
livery. holden at Maid/tone. 


The humble petition of Freeman Sondes. 


Humbly ſervetl, 


+ e your condemned petitioner, finding 

the guilt of the blood of his brother cry- 
ing for judgment, and that according to the 
law and juſtice a decree is paſſed againſt him 
for death. 


Therefore, in reſpe& of the ſhortneſs of the 
time ſince your petitioner committed this hor- 
rid murder, and finding the guilt and fin to be 
ſo great before God and man, he humbly, in 
due obedience to your honours, beſeecheth 

you 
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you in the bowels of mercy, and tender com- 
miſeration of him in Jeſus Chriſt, that your ho- 
nours would be pleaſed to add a few days longer 
to his life; that in a deeper and more ſenſible 
apprehenſion of his fact, he may more peni- 
tently, in remorſe. and ſorrow of conſcience, 
make his peace with God, and reconcile him- 
ſelf to his deſervedly and highly offended fa- 
ther, that ſo he may not only die in a more 

ſettled peace of conſcience, but alſo teſtiſy unto 
the world the ſincerity of his petition. 


|; And he ſhall pray, Sc. . 
= | Freeman Sondes. 


To this petition the honourable judge Crook 
condeſcended ſo far, as to defer dis death till 
Wedneſday the 15th of Auguſt; this was aſ- 
ſigned only by word of mouth, and not by ſpe- 
cial warrant, which, together with many weigh- 
ty reaſons referring to the poor ſoul of the con- 
demned, and to clear ſome ſcandalous reports 
thrown upon his father and him by a wicked 


foul- 
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ſoul - mouthed ſervant, theſe, with the two fore- 
mentioned letters from Sir George Sondes to 
the high-ſheriff, in behalf of his ſon, were the 
cauſe that the young gentleman was not on 
that day executed. He had a week's reprieve 
from Wedneſday till the Tueſday following; 
and was executed on that day fortnight on 
which his brother was murdered by him. In 
all which time how he demeaned himſelf in 
ſighs, tears, and groans in his bed, in mournful 
confeſſions and prayers to God, and in frequent 
reading of his holy word, (eſpecially ſuch 
pſalms and chapters as were commended by ſe- 
veral divines to his devotions) was evident and 


well known to us, who in our private prayers 
and exhortations endeavoured the conviction and 


converſion of his ſoul to God, who is the Fatier 


of mercies and forgiveneſs, and never rejected 
penitent and humble ſinners; which made St. 
Auſtin thus beſpeak him in his devout medita- 
tions: Et ſi ego commiſi unde me damnare potes, 
at tu non amiſiſti unde ſalvare ſoles, ** Although: 


« Lord, I have committed that for which thou 


might juſtly condemn me, yet there is mercy 
G „with 


N . 
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« with thee which thou ſtill retaineſt, for which 
« I hope thou wilt ſave me.” And again, Si 
ad veniam nos vocaſti veniam non guærentes, quanto 
magis veniam impetrabimus poſtulantes, Seeing 
„thou haſt invited us to accept of a merciful 
i pardon when we did not ſeek it, how much 
« more ſhall we find mercy when we earneſtly 
« ſue for it?” Thus he in his meditations, 


C. 39. 


It is not in the power of man to out-ſin 
mercy. I except that peccatum ad mortem, 1 
John v. 16. that ſin unto death, that fin which 
he that is born of God ſinneth not. ver. 18. I mean 
that damning {in againſt the Holy Ghoſt, which 
is (as Zanchy determines it) an open and mali- 
cious rejecting of the truth, or oppolition of 
God's word, againſt the light of knowledge ; 

andi that oppoſition, joined with an hoſtile per- 
ſecution of thoſe that are the defenders of it. 
St. Paul, (then Saul) when he was a perſecutor 
and blaſphemer, 1 Tim. 15. came near this ſin, 
as Calvin proves acutely on 1 Fohn v. but do- 


ing what he did ignorantly through unbelief, he 
was 


* 
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was exempted from the ſtaining guilt of it. 
Now ſo long as this gentleman could not be 
charged with this ſin, (which carries death and 
damnation in the nature of it) and likewiſe as 
all godly miniſters in Kent, and other parts, 
thought him fit to be put into their public 
prayers, no man can be ſo wanting to Chriſ- 
tian charity, as not to entertain a belief. or 
hope of his ſalvation ; eſpecially when they 
may charitably conclude from his enſuing 
humble confeſſion, as alſo from his daily prac- 
tiſes in priſon, (of which you ſhall have an 
account) from his prayers, and holy purpoſes 
of redeeming the time he vainly ſpent, (if God 
ſpared his life, of which he had no hope) and 
laſtly, from his godly precepts, which I took 
from his mouth, and ſet down in writing be⸗ 
fore his death; from all theſe may be inferred, 
that God, who gave him grace to repent, hath 
crowned his repentance with reception into 
mercy, and forgiveneſs. | 


* — 
89898 
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G 2 Confeſſion 


1148) 


Confeſſion of Freeman Sondes, Eſq. 


Taken from his own mouth, on Monday, the 13th 
of Auguſt, 1655, by Mr. Edmond Criſp, a gen- 
tleman who is the picture of a true friend, and a 
pattern of fidelity, as appeared by his indefatiga- 

ble actings for Mr, Freeman Sondes, in his af 
extremity. 


J Freeman Sondes, do hereby make 
my voluntary confeſſion, that 1 
am moſt truly ſenſible of the horrid 
and deteſtable murder which I have 
committed upon my late dear bro- 
ther, Mr. George Sondes, in that 
moſt bloody and inhuman manner as 
I committed the ſame : for which 
moſt deteſtable fin and murder, I 
do, from the bottom of my heart 
and ſoul, beg of the Lord Jeſus to 
- pardon . 
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pardon and forgive this my murder. 
I confeſs my ſins, O Lord, and this 
my murder is ever before my face: 
O. ſprinkle my ſoul with ſome drops 
of thy precious blood, and waſh away 
this my murder, I confeſs, nothing 
but the inſtigation of the devil cauſed 
me to commit this fin, which, if it 
were poſlible to be undone, I ſhould 
not dare to have fuch a thought again 
for a thouſand worlds. Firſt, be- 
cauſe by this ſame cruel murder I 
have diſhonoured my heavenly Fa- 
ther, whoſe image I have killed and 
murdered in my brother ; ſecondly, 
I have hereby deſtroyed, as much as 
in me laid, human ſociety; and 
laſtly, I have broken the laws both 
of God and man: for all which ſins 
my heart is truly and penitentially 

_Gzo;  - "row 
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ſorrowful; and I beg at the Lord's 
hand, in and for his Son Jeſus Chriſt's | 
ſake, to make a greater manifeſtation 
of this my ſorrow, that I may weep 
day and night for this my. fin and 
murder. e Af 


This is my confeſſion, and the very grief and 
ſorrow of my heart, deſiring the Lord in 
mercy to pardon this my great offence, for 

which, from the bottom of my ſoul, I am 
hereby truly and heartily ſorrowful; and 
ſo Lord Jeſus, for thy infinite mercies ſake, 
look upon me in thine own moſt precious 
blood, and receive my ſoul into thy hea- 
venly kingdom, when I ſhall depart this 
life: and in the mean time continue in'me 

a true and hearty ſorrow for this my great 
ſin and wickedneſs. againſt thee, my hea- 
venly Father. 


Freeman Sondes. 


Mr. "RY 
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Mr. Freeman Sondes, on Auguſt 13, 1675, 
read the writing before ſet down, in the preſence 
of us, confeſſing it to be, for the main part, pro- 
nounced by his own mouth, and from his very heat 
ſincerely; (though written by Mr. Edmond Criſp) 
and ſubſcribed the atteſtation at the end with his 
own hand, and from his own mind, deſiring it mizht 
be taken as the overt act of his penitent ſoul, 


Theophilus Higgons, 
Rector of Hunton, in Kent; and 


Ro. Yate, 
Rector of Belſmire. 


G 4 A Prayer 
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A Prayer which I compoſed for his pri- 
vale devotions, ſubſcribed and daily 
uſed by him, oft-times on his knees, in 
which poſture I often found him. 


ORD, receive my ſoul when it ſhall take 

its flight out of my finful body ; and re- 
ceive, I beſeech thee, the humble prayer that 
goes forth out of the lips of a penitent ſinner. 
O Lord God, merciful and gracious, my Crea- 
tor and reconciled Father in the Lord Jeſl us, 
when I call to mind the numberleſs abomina- 
tions, the vanities, the frailties of my diſordered 
youth, ſhame and confuſion, with horror and 
dread „cover the face, and perplex the ſoul of 
thy poor ſervant; and I cannot but look upon 
all thoſe tranſgreſſions, through the glaſs of thy 
juſtice, as clad with damnation and cloathed 
with hell: and when I reflect upon that great 
hoſt, conſiſting of many thouſand thouſand 
ſins, headed with a Goliah ſin, a fin of great 
magnitude, a ſin againſt nature, the murdering 


of 
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of my brother, my ſoul is overwhelmed: with 
grief, and driven even upon the rock of deſpair, 


But when with the other eye of faith and 
hope I look upon thy mercy, which is over all 
thy works, upholding and ſuſtaining them, and 
above our ſinful works, which thou pardoneſt 
upon an humble and hearty confeſſion of them; | 
(that mercy being infinite, eaſily covers that 
which is finite) when too I conſider that great 
act of thy goodneſs, in forgiving a Manaſſeh, 
who had filled Jeruſalem with innocent blood, 
worſhipped devils, and defied thee his God; 
to this act of thy incomprehenfible mercy, 
when I adjoin the murder and adultery of thy 
kingly prophet David, the perjury of Peter, 
the blaſphemies and maſſacres vented and acted 
by Paul, (then Saul) againſt thee and thy 
church, yet all received to mercy, and crown- 
ed with forgiveneſs; I, grounding my totter- 
ing foul upon theſe conſiderations, and relying 
upon thy gracious invitation of ſinners, toge- 
ther with thy merciful promiſes of admitting 
them into thy favour upon their unfeigned re- 

G5 pentance, 
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pentance, preſume to beg mercy of thee my 
* So, in the name of the Lord Jeſus, who came 
into the world to ſeek that which was loſt, and 
to ſave poor ſinners, of whom I confeſs and ac- 
knowledge myſelf to be the chiefeſt. 


: Sweet Jeſus, make a bath of thy precious I 
blood, and bathe my black polluted ſoul in it. } 


Waſh me thorougly from my wickedneſs, and 
cleanſe me from the guilt of diſobedience to my 
father, and deſtroying my innocent brother. 

Oh, let my prayers find the ſame ſucceſs as 
Manaſſeh's ſupplications did with thee ; they 
xt once looſed him from his ſins, freed him 
from his chains, from a captive made him a 
king, and from the dungeon of Babylon re- 
ſtored him to the palace of Jeruſalem. Lord, 
thou art the ſame for ever and ever; thy eſ- 
ſence is unchangeable, thy power irreſiſtible, 
thy love inexpreſſible; if thou wilt thou canſt 
make me clean, Oh, be pleaſed to add a will 
to thy almighty power, and ſay unto my trou- 
bled ſoul, by the ſtill voice of thy bleſſed Spi- 

rit, 
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rit, Thy ſins are remitted. Though I am now 
2 loathſome and monſtrous ſpectacle of wicked- 
neſs, yet I ſhall be as white as ſnow, being 
cloathed with the long white robe of my Sa- 
viour's imputed righteouſneſs: Lord, firſt 
cleanſe, and then cloathe my ſoul with this 
pure and precious garment of my elder brother 
in heaven, my Lord Jeſus ; let his blood, ſhed 
for me on the croſs, (which hath a purify ing, 
protecting, and ſaving virtue in it) let that ex- 
piate my bloody crime in ſhedding my elder 
brother's on his bed: it was done in his ſleep; 
I hope not to him in his ſins; however, Lord, 
forgive the guilt of this ſinful circumſtance, 
attended with baſe cruelty and unmanly cowar- 

dice, 


Lord, when I am dead, let me live in my ex- 
- ample both of thy juſtice and mercy ; of thy juſ- 
tice, in puniſhing me ſo deſervedly for my re- 
bellion againſt thee ; and of thy mercy, in giv- 
ing me grace to repent, by ſoftening my obdu- 
rate heart, and vouchſafing pardon, upon my 
| G 6 repentance, 
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repentance, for all my tranſgreſſions: let my 
fall into this pit, drive thoſe that ſtand from 
prelumivg ; and let my rifing again to thy fa- 
vour, keep others that ſhall fin againſt thee 
from deſpairing of mercy. 


Oh, let not the voice of my brother's blood 

_ ery for vengeance againſt this nation, let the 
voice of it be ſtopped with my breath ; and let 
the mouth of my Saviour's blood ſo outcry that 
which I ſpilt, that his interceſſion in heaven, 
and the prayers of thy ſervants on earth, 'may 
be heard for me, who am thine by creation; O, 
fave me, heavenly father: and thine by redemp- 
tion, O moſt gracicus Redeemer. Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt receive my ſoul at its departure out of 
my body ; and ſtrengthen me, O God the Holy 
Ghoſt the comforter, that I may encounter with 
death chearſully, and taſte of that bitter cup 
gladly, of which my Saviour hath drank deep 
before (and for) me, and fucked the poiſon out 
of it, fo that I believe it will only prove a 


whole ome potion to releaſe me from the power 
| | of 
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of ſin, to redeem me from miſery, and to reſtore 


my ſoul to an everlaſting life in glory :—which 
God of his infinite mercy vouchſafe to me, for 


the merits of my Lord Jeſus, 


This prayer is the very ſenſe of my ſoul, and 
the deſire of my mournful heart, 


Freeman Sondes, 


A Miſcellany 


. 
A Miſcellany of divers. remarkable 
paſſages and practiſes of Mr. Free- 


man Sondes, and others, during 
his impriſonment. 


Written by a godly and learned divine, Mr.. Theo- 
philus Higgens, rector of Hunton, near Maid- 
ſtone, and delivered to me, Auguſt 23; who 
have (as he deſired in his letter) inſerted ſome 
particulars to his obſervations, 


8 E C 6 of I * 


1 T is generally reported in Maidſtone, con- 

cerning Sir George Sondes, the father of 
Mr. Freeman, that no religious duties have 
been performed in his family. 


Mr. Freeman Sondes told me, that by this 
report his father was greatly wronged; for it 
was à conſtant courſe, ſaid he, in our family, 
that after ſupper, my brother read a chapter in 


the bible one night, and I another, by my fa- 
ther's 
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ther's appointment: afterwards he ſaid prayers 
himſelf, all the ſervants being preſent. This 
is alſo ſince affirmed by Mr. Charnock, Sir 
George's ſteward, who hath dwelt with him 
twenty years; and ſaith farther, that beſides 
the former public duty, his maſter prayed by 
himſelf privately. Prayers alſo (as he ſaith) 
were often ſaid before dinner. 


So then, we muſt not impute that bloody 
act of the young gentleman ſo much to a want 
of education in religion, as to a want of grace 
for the preſent, which God withdrew from him 
for a time, when he was under a ſtrong tempta- 
tion; and without this grace ſupporting and 
preventing us, the beſt may fall into the worſt 
of ſins: ſo that the moſt fortified Chriſtian be- 
ing weak, (if we reſpe& his natural condition) 
may rightly, and to God's glory, fay with St. 
Auſtin, C. 6. Solilog. Tentator defuit, et ut de- 
eſſet tu feciſli, locus et tempus defuit, et ut deeſſent 
tu feciſti : affuit tentator, non defuit locus, non de- 
fuit tempus, ſed ut non conſentirem tu me tenuiſti. 
Lord, the tempter, time, and opportunity of 

place 
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« place was wanting, and all theſe were ſo by 
« thy grace and bleſſing: the tempter came 
« and aflauited my infirmity, I wanted not op- 
« portunity of time and place; yet that 1 
« ſhould not conſent to him, thy goodneſs pre- 
* vented me. Bleſſed be the Lord for his grace 
« and mercy.” Let him that thinketh he ſtands, 
take heed leſt he fall. A proud preſumption, 
and want of pity to others, is the firſt ſtep to 
ruin and miſery in ourſelves, 


It was alſo reported by ſome in Maidſtone, 
that Sir George .Sondes, in his letters to his ſon - 
Freeman, (while in confinement at Maidſtone) 
did not reprove, as he ought, his ſon's great of- 
fence, but daubed it over, &c, Ezek. xiii. 10. 


This report is malicious and falſe ; for in 
his firſt letter, about Auguſt 13, and in his ſe- 
cond, on Auguſt 20, the day before his ſon's 
execution, he wrote very ſharply and fully to 
him, about the greatneſs of his fin, and moved 
him to a very deep repentance, with ſerious and 
hearty prayers to God in his behalf. This ap- 

| _ pears 


, 
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pears by his words, cited in the epiſtle of this 
book. | 


S E CT. IL 


Mr. Freeman Sondes hath been loaded 
here with many grievous calumnies, — It 
was reporiud, that he being at firſt commit- 
mitted to the common goal, on Auguſt 8, wine 
was ſent for him, and that ſeveral gentlemen 
drank freely with him; he ſhewing no ſigns of 
repentance or remorſe for his great offence, I 
charged him with it; his anſwer was, (and it 
was true, confirmed by ſome of the {aid gentle- 
men) that they had not one drop of wine, nor 
any beer ; and that for his part, he (who was of 
the temper of thoſe Rechabites, Jer. xxxv. 6.) 
drank no wine or ſtrong beer at any time, 
This is moſt true of him, as the other report is 
moſt falſe, coming from the father of lies, wha 
is too buſy in the hearts and tongues of the men 
of this age: who reported likewiſe moſt falſely, 
that the devil appeared to Mr. Freeman Sondes, 
in 2 viſible ſhape, and that he had a conference 

55 with 
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with him: this was ſtrongly denied by the 
young gentleman two hours before he died, 
who ſaid, he was only overcome by a ſtrong 
fuggeſtion, from that old ſerpent, the enemy of 
mankind. Let thoſe that report ſuch things 
maliciouſly beware, left for their uncharitable- 
neſs, God give them up alſo to Satan, who 
may tempt them to commit the like, or a worle 
ſin, | 


It was reported here, that for the ſpace of 
three or four years, he had never taken a bible 
into his hands, and had no ſign of religion. I 
aſked him about it ; his anſwer was, (as before, 
ſect. 1.) that every ſecond night he read a 
chapter in the bible, (and ſurely he had it then 
in his hands) beſides many other times. (But 
to have it in the hands is nothing, unleſs a 
man have it with delight and love in his heart.) 
As he always prayed with his father at night, 
ſo Mr. Charnock, aforeſaid, aſſured me, that 
when they went to bed in two ſeparate cham- 
bers, his brother and he, upon their knees at 
their bed-ſide, prayed unto God in private: 

and 
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and this was their conſtant courſe, by imitation 
or injunction from their father. And it is far- 
ther teſtified by George Cuthbert, of Little 
Chart, (who had the cuſtody of him at the 
houſe of Mr. Foſter, keeper of the priſon, and 
truckled under him every night, from Auguſt 
8, to Auguſt 21, when he died) that Mr. Free- 
man Sondes did duly every morning as ſoon as 
he aroſe, and every night before he went to bed, 
fall down upon his knees at his bed's-fide, and 
pray by himſelf. Alſo I teſtify, that I ſaw a 
very good prayer book which he brought in his 
pocket to Maidſtone ; the title of it is Crums of 
Comfort, a book full of good inſtructions and 
divine meditations, printed the thirty- ſixth 
time: and many can witneſs upon their know- 
ledge, that being in the keeper's houſe, he read 
the ſcripture, and the Pradiſe of Piety, every 
day, eſpecially that part on the joys of heaven. 


S E C T. m. 
And as touching his diſpoſition, I found 


that true which was commonly reported by his 
friends, 
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friends, that as he was no drinker, ſo he was 
no ſwearer, curſer, nor liar, nor profane in his 
converſation, He reſolved to faſt on every 
Tueſday as long as he lived, (becauſe on that 
day his brother was murdered) and could hard- 
ly be induced to eat that Tueſday night, pre- 
ceding the Wedneſday he ſhould have ſuffered, 
had he not been reprieved: fo conſtant was he 
in his holy pupoſes, and ſteady in his reſolu- 
tions. And I am perſuaded, that if he had 
lived, he would have made good by his prac- 
tiſe, what he aſſerted to me that night, ſaying, 
If I were to live, (though I have no hopes of 
it) I would wait on my father upon my 
«© knees all the days of my life.” 


He was very willing to hear the miniſters, 
who opened the ſcriptures unto him, and ſhew- 
ed him the greatneſs of his bloody act: he 
heard them patiently and meekly, and com- 
fortably joined with them in frequent prayer, 


Though he heard of divers calumnies ſhot 
out of the devil's bow againſt him, by ſome 
Ls: malicious 


"= 
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malicious archers, yet he never was angered at 
it, nor ſpake any bitter words againſt them, but 

was, unto his death, very gentle and humble, 
like a child, 


8 E C T. IV. 


By the firſt command of the judge, he was 
to have died on Auguſt 13; wherefore I and 
Mr. Yate, a good and faithful miniſter, (who 
uſually attended him by Sir George's direction) 
ſeriouſly employed ourſelves ſome. days before, 
to prepare him for death, by inſtruction and 
prayer: we ſhewed him the benefit and com- 
fort of abſolution, (for which purpoſe I directed 
him to read the goth content in the Practiſe of 
Piety, with ſerious confideration) with the 
grounds and reaſons of it : whereupon he was 
very glad, and deſired greatly to receive it; 
and after a comfortable acknowledgment of his 
great offence, he meekly kneeled down, when I 
and Mr, Yate. laid our hands upon his head, and 
I pronounced the abſolution unto him, which he 


joyfully received; we aſſuring him, according 
7 to 
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to Chriſt's promiſe, Matt. xviii. 18. John xx. 
23- that it being duly performed by us, and 
received by him on earth, it was ratified in 
heaven. No doubt but in this diſtracted time, 
ſome men will blame our act herein; but bleſ- 
ſed be God, we can juſtify it by our pens and 
tongues againſt them all. 


But now follows a matter of higher concern 
in reference to Mr. Freeman Sondes ; for now 
unto me and Mr. Yate, was added Mr. Bore- 
man, a batchelor of divinity, and fellow of 
Trinity College, Cambridge; who coming to 
Maidſtone on Monday, the 13th of Auguſt, 
and hearing the diſtrefſed condition of Mr. 
Freeman, came unto him, and joining with us, 
performed many charitable offices for the good 
of the poor gentleman. Thus it was: Mr. 
Boreman being abſent when we abſolved Mr. 
Freeman, I ſtayed till he returned from Teſ—-— 
ton, it was in the evening of Auguſt 14, at 
which time I took my leave of the gentleman, 

: (with 


* 
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(with grief and joy for him) expecting his death 
certainly the next day, very early in the morn» 

ing: but it was put off till Auguſt 21, for 
weighty reaſons premiſed. 


Upon my departure, Mr. Freeman very 
humbly defired Mr. Yate: to adminiſter the 
holy communion unto him, which being pro- 
poſed to Mr. Boreman, was agreed to about 
nine that night, after he had, upon examina» 
tion, found the gentleman prepared for it; 
being truly ſorrowful for his foul ſin, and re- 
ſolving, if God ſpared his lite, (which he did 
not hope for) to lead a new one, in. a moſt 
ſtrict converſation, &c. Ann theſe grounds, 
and after a ſhort exhortation to the gentleman, 
concerning the benefits and ends of the bleſſed 
ſacrament, Mr. Boreman, at the requeſt of Mr, 
Yate, adminiſtered it unto him, to his great 
comfort ; for after the receiving of it, being 
aſſured by God's grace of the pardon of his fins, 
through the blood of Chriſt, ſealed up in that 

holy ſacrament, he ſaid to Mr, Boreman, That 
| he ſhould die the next morning as chearfully as ever 
he 
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he went to bed: and it ſeems his ſoul was in a 
calm and ſweet temper; for when Mr. Yate 
came unto him the next morning, to wait on 
him to his execution, (which was reſpited late 
that night, neither Mr. Yate nor he knowing 
of it) he found him faſt aſleep, which ſhewed 
that he was not afraid of death, which he look- 
on as a droan, its ſting being taken out. The 
fting of death is ſin. 1 Cor. xv. 35. which he be- 
lieved was pardoned to him. Why then might 
he not have the ſeal of his pardon? Why 
ſhould any man be ſo wanting to charity, as to 
fay, that to miniſter to him the holy commu- 
nion, was to put a ſeal to a blank? Can we ima- 
gine that his own prayers and tears, with the 
earneſt ſupplications of many thouſands, ſent 
up to heaven on his behalf, did not find ac- 
ceptance' with the God of mercies, who never 

rejected penitent ſinners? And if his fins were 
remitted, why ſhould not the holy ſacrament, 
(which is a ſacrament of conſolation and confir- 
mation) be miniſtered unto him for his ſtrength 
and comfort? Is the word of God againſt it? 
Where by plain expreſſions or good conſequence 


we 
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we profeſs our ignorance, we know no text that 


forbids it. We highly reverence the judg- 


ment of our mother, the, church of England, 
which appoints in its moſt excellent liturgy, 
the Communion for the fict, which is all one for 
ſubſtance with Mr. Freeman's caſe ; only a ſick 
man might live, and he was aſſured to die. 


But we reverence yet more the decree of 
chat great and ſacred firſt Council of Nice, 
{anno Chriſti 325) which ſaith thus, C. 13: 
Concerning thoſe that are near to death, ' now. alſo 
the ancient and regular law ſhall be obſerved, that 
F an) man be upon the point of death, he may not 


be deprived of his laſt and neceſſary wiaticum; 


(proviſion for his death and long paſſage to 
eternity) to wit, the holy communion. This 
was ſpoken eſpecially for ſuch as were under 
eccleſiaſtical cenſure; but it followeth after- 
wards generally, that the communion ſhall be gigen 
to any man that is near death, and deſireth it, So 
faith the famous Council, and likewiſe the 


church of England; and it has been the prac- 


tiſe of the univerſal church of Chriſt in all 


H | ages: 
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ages: it was no new law in that Council, but 
. fex antiqua, an ancient law and CRE in the 
primitive times, l 


If this does not ſatisfy the fierce oppoſers of 
it, and that practiſe, yet perhaps Mr. John Cal- 
vin may be accepted of them. Hear then his 
judgment in his epiſtles, col. 45 3, printed at 
Geneva, 2 fol. 1616, 


Many and great cauſes enforce me not to deny 
the Lord's ſupper to ſick perſons : and col. 454. 
I collect well, as I conceive, from the nature, end, 
und uſe of the holy myſtery, that men, being in dan- 
ger of death, ſhould not be deprived of ſo great a 
good. And page 455, he juſtifieth ſuch a com- 
munion as not unlawful, though in a private 
houſe; and page 35, he faith, I think that the 
cuſlom to give the communion! to ſic! perſons is wil= 
lingly to be admitted. Then he addeth, Neither 
is it greathj to be repugned, (or denied) but that 
the communion ſhould be given to ſuch as are put to 
death for their offences ; (which was Mr, Free- 
man Sondes's caſe) concerning which, Concilium 

Moguntium, 
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Moguntium, the Council of Mentz, held anno 
847, faith, thus, C. 27. I the holy communion 
ſhould be given according to canonicul injunction, to 
all men upon the end of their lives, maling a ſincere 
confeſſion of their fins, and being truly penitent, 
why not to them alſo, who ſuffer death for their of- 
Fences? For which the father's of that Council 
give their reaſons, which are too long and nu- 
merous to be inſerted in this place. If Calvin's 
judgment, with this Council's, ſatisfy not, hear 
| yet the compleatly learned, and moſt judicious 
divine, Hieron. Zanchius, who in his epiſtles, 
I, 1. p. 155, printed at Hanovia, in octavo, 
1609, faith expreſsly, That the holy communion 
may, and ought to he given to ſicł perſons, for their 
ſpiritual comfort ;; who allo, p. 421, 422. ſetteth 
down the reſolutions of the miniſters of Geneva, 
that, where the communion is given privately to ſick 
perſons, the cuſtom herein is not to be raſhly abro- 
gated upon certain conditions ; viz. of their true 
faith, and contrition for their ſins. So then (to 
put a period to this weighty doubt) the whole 
Chriſtian church aſſerts, that the communion 
ought to be given, if it be earneſtly deſired by 

| H 2 | them, 
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them, to all perſons ready to die; ſo our church 
of England, ſo Calvin, fo Zanchius, and ſo all 
ſober Chriſtians maintain; and none oppoſe it, 
but only thoſe, who being of a hot temper, and 
unruly diſpoſition, the offspring of Cham, (as 
Auſtin, I. 1. de Civit Dei, well atteſts) have 
overthrown: the church's wholeſome conſtitu- 
tions in this particular, and ſome others of great 
importance, to their ſhame, and our great diſ- 
turbance. 


To conclude this diſcourſe, concerning the 
care which was had of this poor gentleman's 
ſoul in his reſtraints: it pleaſed God to move 
the pious heart of the right honourable and 
truly noble the dutcheſs of Richmond, to ſend 
from Cobham-hall, her domeſtic chaplain, Mr. 
Gunton, a religious and learned divine, to viſit 
him, which he did on Friday, the 10th, and 
diſcourſed to him of death, of repentance, and 
the ſufficiency of Chriſt's blood, (or the efficacy 
of his meritorious death) whereat Mr. Sondes 
(as I have it under Mr. Gunton's hand) was 


very attentive ; (as he ever was to all good in- 
| ſtructions) 
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ſtructions) and Mr. Gunton, for his further- 
ance in devotion, preſcribed him the 25th, 
38th, and 51ſt Pſalms, which he frequently pe- 
ruſed ; for I found him one day reading in the 
Bible, (in which he took great delight) and 
perceiving ſome leaves turned down, I aſked 
him by what means, or by whole direction, he 
read thoſe proper Pſalms? He told me that a 
miniſter who came to viſit him, ordered him to 
do it ; whereupon I turned down leaves at the 
ſeven penitential Pſalms, (of which two of the 
former are part) and likewiſe at the 4th of 
Gen. ver. 7. If thou doeſt well, Se. So God to 
Cain, &c. which ſhews that there was a door 
open for mercy, if he would have repented of 
his fin; and at the 18th and 33d chapters of 
Exel. we added to theſe that ſoul-eſtabliſhing 
chapter, Rom. viii, Theſe. and many more, 
with the pſalms and chapters for the day ap- 
pointed by the church's rubrick, were (beſides. 
his private prayers) the ground of his devotion, 
meditation, and practiſe, whilſt he was in con- 
finement. | 


| From 
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From the priſon he was (after the commen« 
dation of his ſou] to God, firſt by Mr. Higgons, 
then by myſelf, in private) conveyed, in a 
mourning habit, on horſeback, to the place of 
execution, many gentlemen attending him, 
with myſelf and that reverend divine. When 
he came to that place, being diſmounted, he 
ſtood like a mournful penitent, whilſt a diſ- 
courſe for half an hour and more was uttered 
by me, concerning the heinouſneſs of ſin 
in general, and of his murder in particular: 
together with the nature of converfion, the 
parts and properties of it; to which was ad- 
joined the freeneſs of God's mercy in the Lord 
Jeſus, to all repentant finners : this done, with 
an exhortation to the people to entertain a cha- 
ritable and Chriſtian perſuaſion of the truth 
and ſincerity of Mr. Sondes's converſion to the 
Lord, the penitent ſtanding at my right hand, 
a prayer was conceived to commend his fad 
and mourning foul to God. This ended, he 
(having meekly and humbly ſubmitted himſelf 
to death) went up the ladder, and ſtanding in 


the midſt of it, with great modeſty and meek- 
| | neſs, 
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neſs, deſired the prayers of thoſe that were pre- 
ſent: he likewiſe, with erected hands and eyes, 
beſeeched God to forgive him his fins againſt 
his father and brother, and prayed, in few 
words, for a bleſſing. on his diſtreſſed father; 
and cloſed all with this reſignation of his foul 
into the hands of his Maker, ſaying with a ſoft 
voice, (for his nature was not to ſpeak either 
aloud or much) God's will be done, and Lord 
receive my foul. After which words the execu- 
tioner did his office ; and his body (after it had 
hung a good while) being cut down, was put 
into a coach, and carried to a church not far 
from Maidſtone ; the place is called Berſted, 
where it lies interred, expecting a joyful reſur- 
ett ion through the mercies of the Lord Jeſus, 


H4 


66 


A Poſteript to the whole Kingdom. 


1 is a true ſaying of St. Auguſtine, Deus non 

reſpicit qua morte, ſed quales ex hac vita ex- 
imus > God regards not what death we die, as 
in what frame of ſpirit we are when we give up 
the ghoſt. A man may go to hell upon a fea- 
ther bed, and to heaven dying on a gibbet. 
The end which divine mercy propoſes to itſelf, 
cannot be prevented by human means; and if 
God intends his glory by man's ſhameful death, 
1 ſee not but that I, and all here, ſhould mag- 
nify him for it. It is God's mercy to make us 
witneſſes of the judgments of others, that we 
may be fore-warned, before we have an occa- 
ſion of ſinning in ourſelves. So then, if his 
mercy and juſtice, his juſtice in puniſhing, his 
mercy in releaſing and giving a ſinner time to 
repent ; if theſe two attributes be advanced by 
Mr. Sondes's death, we have all great cauſe to 
ſing an hallelujak to God. 


It 


It is ſaid, Heb. xi. 4. of righteous Abel, 
that being dead, he yet ſpeabeth: this is meant of 
his faith, for which his ſacrifice was accepted, 
and by which he has left us a leſſon behind 
him, how to offer up our prayers and ſervices 
to the God of heaven. 


Thus our young Cain that killed his elder 
brother, being dead yet ſpeaketh. He by his 
ſhameful death beſpeaketh, 


1ſt, To the proud gallants of this age, who 
mind the outward dreſs of their bodies, more 
than the inward dreſs of their ſouls; that ſtarve 
the latter, and pamper the former; that ſpend 
whole mornings in decking a rotten carcaſe, 
and ſleep away thoſe hours that they ſhould 
employ in prayer, and reading of the holy 
ſcriptures, with other godly books: men (if I 
may ſo call them) that look like monſters, 
pictures of fancy, and walking emblems of va- 
nity ; theſe he, in a manner, beſpeaks thus: 
Look upon me, who have been guilty of your 
vanity and idleneſs, and know, that the eye of 

H 5 | Juſtice 
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Juſtice never ſleeps, ſo that it will not connive 
at that fin in you, which it hath ſeverely 
puniſhed in another. If you turn not ſpeedily 
to the God that made you, and throwing off 
your plume of pride, wall humbly with kim, 
(Mic. vi. 8.) in a conſtant profeſſion of piety 
and temperance ; unleſs you ſpeedily do this, 
he will ſtrip you of your glory, and by ſome 
ſearful judgment bring you down, and throw 
you into the pit of ſhame and miſery. Ex alio- 
rum vulneribus medicamentum faciamus malis noſ- 
tris, Aug. 


2ndly, To all ſtubborn children he ſpeaks 
thus: Conſider what a train of heavy judg- 
ments followed upon my diſobedience to my 
father, who commanded me to give that (which 
I defired to keep) unto my brother, which com- 
mand I diſobeyed, and thereby incenſed my 
indulgent father: conſider this with yourſelves, 
and by my exainple learn obedience to your 
parents, in ſma!l and great things. Conſider 
what St. Paul writes to the Epheſians, chap. vi. 
1. and to the Coloſſians, chap. iii. 20. Children 


obey 
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obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right; 
this obedience is moſt juſt and meet. Again to 
the Coloſſians, Children, obey your parents in all 
things, (that are lawful, good, and indifferent) 
for this is well-pleaſing unto the Lord, Parents 
ſhould not provoke their children, Epheſ. vi. 4. 
in ſo doing they ſin, and may be the cauſe of 
fin in them, for which they muſt anſwer ſe» 
verely before God: and yet if parents ſhould 
exceed in ſeverity, and chaſten them according 
to their will and pleaſure, (which may be im- 
moderate and irregular) children ſhould give 
them reverence, Heb. xii. 9, 10. ever remem- 
bering that ingenious ſaying of Cicero, Non 
modo reticere homines parentum injurias ſed etiam 
equo ferre oportet. Our duty is not only to 
conceal the injuries of our parents, but alfo to 
bear and ſuſtain them with a meek ſubmiſſive 
patience, Stubborn and diſobedient children 
were to be ſtoned under the old law; then 
were they given up into the hands of men: 
but now under the goſpel, God takes the mat- 
ter chiefly into his own hands, and it is a fear- 
ful thing to fall into them; he ever did and 

WS -- -; will 
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will puniſh diſobedience to parents by fearful 
and ſhameful judgments; and to ſhew the hor- 
ribleneſs of this ſin, the ſame death, viz. of 
floning, was appointed for idolaters and blaſ- 
phemers, 


3dly, To all indulgent parents he ſpeaks 
thus: Pour not oil (the ſoil of flattery and ſoft 
ſpeeches) into your children's wounds, when 
they need corroſives, or vinegar of ſharp re- 
proofs, Chaſten your children betimes, Prov, xiii. 
24. and thereby ſhew your true love to their 
fouls: in the dawning of their tender years, 
in the morning of their age, ſow the ſeed of re- 
ligion, and. the fear of God in their hearts; 
then will their maſters at ſchool, and tutors, 
have leſs to do in the univerſities, and have 
more comfort, eaſe, and credit in their educa- 
tion, when they ſhall not meet (as uſually they 
do) with a double taſk and labour ; which is, 
firſt, to pull up the bitter roots of vices, and to 
weed their ſouls of corrupt habits, (as lying, 
ſwearing, &c.) before they plant them with the 
arts and ſciences, and other academical accom; 
| | pliſhments, 


NARRATIPV E, Sc. 181 


pliſhments, which plants will not grow well 
amongſt thorns and briars. 


Oh, then let your children bear the yoke in 
their youth, Lament, ili. 27. Break the ſinews 
of their proud necks before they get ſtrength in 
wickedneſs, and force them to obedience of your 
holy and juſt commands. He that ſmiles on 
his child when he ſhould frown, and flatters 
him in his ſin, may juſtly be ſerved by him, as 
king David was by Adonijah, his ſon, whom he 
would not diſpleaſe from his childhood, to ſay, why 
doſt thou ſo? 1 Kings i. 6. (Oh the fondneſs of 
indulgent love) He was puniſhed for his doat- 
ing, with rebellion againſt his perſon. Adoni- 
jah (ſays the text) exalted himſelf, and ſaid, I 
will be king. 1 Kings i. 3. So commonly in- 
dulgent parents are domineered over by their 
children, who at laſt, for their juſt reward, meet 
with a rope, or ſome other judgment. 


Athly, To thoſe, who by reaſon of their 
boſom ſins and open impictics, are fallen into 
miſery, and lie mourning in a priſon, to ſuch 

he 
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he reads, by his example, a lecture of conſola- 
lation, ſaying, as it were in theſe words: We 
may not always meaſure the diſpleaſure of God 
by his ſtripes; many times after the remiſſion 
of ſin, the chaſtiſements of the Almighty are 
deadly; no repentance can affure us we ſhall 

not ſmart by outward afflictions. Thou forgaveſt 
their fin, O Lord, and punifkedſt their inventions. 
So David's Plalms, ſpeaking of the rebellious 
Ifraelites. Our hearty ſorrow for ſin may pre- 
vent the eternal diſpleaſure of God, but ſtill it 
may be neceſſary and good, both in reſpect of 
ourſelves and others, that we ſhould be corre&- 
ed; our care and ſuit muſt be, that the evils 
which ſhall not be averted, may be ſanctified; 
which is, when we look upon our fins in the 
glaſs of God's goodneſs, and Chriſt's ſufferings, 
and accordingly lament and mourn for them, 
by an humble confeſſion of them, and refolving 
by God's grace to turn the ſtream of our lives 
backward, and to become new men in ſobriety 
and ſtrictneſs of an holy converſation. 


Thus did Mr. Freeman Sondes bewail his 
fins 


ſins before his death; and to this he was ex- 
horted earneſtly and frequently, with great ag- 
gravations of them, by myſelf and other divines 
forenamed, who for all our Chriſtian pains and 


holy endeavours, meet with reproaches and ob- 
loquies, (as our Saviour did in his time) from 
the envious and malicious Phariſees of our age, 


who are, it ſeems, angry that we did that by 


God's bleſſing, which they, perhaps, would 


have done themſelves, and by themſelves, with- 
out our aſſiſtance, and fo get (which was their 
aim) a little glory, by popular applauſe, to 
their proud perſons; than whom (to ſpeak the 
truth, which I do with much meekneſs) I know 
no greater nor worle daubers, as they call us, 
They endeavoured once to ſet up their idol, 


their dagon, and to fence it with a wall of diſci- 
pline in the church, which they cemented with 


the blood, the lives and fortunes of many thou- 
ſand deſerving perſons, eminent for their learn- 
ing and godlineſs; but God be praiſed, the 
ſtones fetched out of the quarries of Scotland 


and Geneva, are fallen upon their own heads; 


the wall is beaten down ; The ſnare is broken, 
x and 
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and we are delivered from their intended cruelty 
and perſecution for conſcience. 


They are offended, poor miſtaken ſouls, with 
me, for giving Mr. Sondes the holy commu— 
nion the night before he was to die: hereby 
they ſeem to accuſe me of ſottiſh ſtupidity and 
raſhneſs, as if I had thereby abuſed the holy or- 
dinance. Let them read what hath been pre- 
miled, ſect. 5, of the miſcellanies, concerning 
this particular, and let them conſider with what 
circumſpection and caution I gave it, as being 
firſt aſſured by Mr. Vate, a grave and learned 
divine, (whom Sir George Sondes ſent to his 
ſon) that the young gentleman was prepared, 
being inſtructed by him, and read for many 
days the Tractat in the Practiſe of Piety, con- 
cerning the Lord's ſupper: ſecondly, I exa- 
mined him myſelf in reſpect of his faith, know- 
ledge, repentance and charity, the requiſites of a 
worthy communicant ; then, thirdly, ground- 
ing my act upon a charitaLle perſual on of his 
true and hearty ſorrow for his Llocdy fin, I did, 


upon theſe grounds, miniſter the ſacrament un- 
to 
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to him and Mr. Yate, who only did communi- 
cate. In ſo doing I hope I have offended none 
but thoſe who will not give the ſacrament to 
any but thoſe who are of their own faction; 
(and they but a few, as I am informed) to ſub- 
mit to which faction, and ſubſcribe to their de- 
crees, is counted the firſt and main degree of 
converſion; ſo that they of that town that will 
not ſubmit, (and they are the greater number 
by far) they and their children muſt be debar- 
red from both ſacraments, baptiſm and the holy 
communion, which none of them can receive, 
living, or dying, neither in public nor private; 
and without it many have deceaſed, by whom 
it hath been earneſtly dc.ired. Oh, fad and 
fearful condition! As I would not have the 
children's bread given to dogs, ſo I would not 
have it denied to the children themſelves; I 
mean - thoſe Chriſtians who live ſoberly and 
honeſtly, with repute in their ſeveral callings; 
whoſe compals (by which they ſteer their lives) 
is faith, not faction; whoſe profeſſion too, is 
not to ſide with parties, but to ſerve the Lord 
Jeſus. P 

If 
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If Mr. Sondes had ſtaid the leiſure of our 
lording cenſurers, and received not till they had 
given him a probat, he had died (I verily be- 
lieve) without the ſeal of his everlaſting com- 
fort, and that, becauſe (it may be) he was of a 
different judgement from them ; for which 
cauſe mytelf, with others, are cenſured ſo ſe- 
verely and unchriſtianly by them, who make 
us either ignorant men that know not our duty, 
or unconſcionable men that will not perform it. 
But God forgive them. Nui volens detrahit fame 
mee invitus addit glorie. So ſaid St. Auſtin 
once to his reviler ; ſo Mr. Higgons, Mr. Yate, 
and myſelf, who glory in the ſhaming unjuſt 
reproaches of our adverſaries. To do well and 
hear ill, was not only the portion and lot of 
our bleſſed Saviour and Maſter Feſus, but it is 
alſo ours, who are his unworthy miniſters. Ma- 
lice will ever find a tongue to hlaſ the perſons, 
and blot the actions of well-meaning and de- 
ſerving Chriſtians, I ſhall only exhort them 
in the words of St. Peter, 1 Epiſtle, ii. 1. 


Miſtaken, ſeduced, and ſeducing Chriſtians, 
laying 
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laymg aſide all maliciouſneſe, and all guile, and 
diſfmulation, and envy, and evil ſpeaking, as news 
born babes, be innocent, and not injurious to 
thoſe that are living, the true miniſters of God, 
nor to the memory of the deceaſed Mr. Sondes, 
who being dead, yet ſpeateth; and in the fifth 
place, exhorteth all thoſe that lie under any 
diabolical temptation, a temptation which is 
againſt nature, (as for a man to murder himſelf 
or another) he exhorts thoſe (and all ſuch as 
are troubled in mind, or afflicted in conſcience) 
to open their minds to a godly friend or com- 
panion, to a miniſter eſpecially, that is learned 
and prudent ; which if Mr. Sondes had done, 
he had not committed ſo foul a fin, He like- 
wiſe adviſes all ſuch to be earneſt with God, 
and frequent in prayer, when they are fo 
tempted. It is a good ſaying of an ancient fa- 
ther, Gravis ſit nobis illius tentatio, ſed gravior 
illi noſtra oratio, His temptation (i, e. the devil's) 
may moleſt and trouble us, but let us be aſſured, 
that our faithful prayers to God (who is above 
the devil) do muck more moleſt and diſquict him. In 
hoc uritur incendio, he is ſcorched and tormented: 

with 
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compared to a roareng lion by St. Peter, 1 Epijtle, 
v. 8. Now as a lion is (as the naturaliſts ob- 
ſerve) frightened at the crowing of a cock, and 


runs away at the firſt hearing of it, ſo the devil 


will not ſtand, but ceaſe from tempting as ſoon 
as a man betakes himſelf to the loul's ſlanctuary, 


which is hearty praying. 


I demanded of Mr. 3 once, whether 
he ſaid his prayers during the time that the de- 
vil aſſaulted him with that fearful ſuggeſtion? 


His anſwer was, that he was at prayers the night”. 


before he did the fact, with his father and his 
family ; (whereof his brother was one, and ſo 
went to bed, and died with prayer and his fa- 
ther's bleſſing) but confeſſed that ke prayed 


faintly, (he meant formally) he only heard ano- 


ther pray, but his heart did not join with him, 
It is a hearty, fervent, faithful prayer, which 
prevails with God. 


This mentioning of the devil, puts me in 


mind of a falſe unchriſtian report in a lying 
pamphlet, 


\ 


with the flame and fire of our devotion. He is 


( 
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pamphlet, which was, that the devil appeared, 
and talked with him about two hours before his 
brother's death: I ſhewed him the pamphlet, 
and demanded of him an account of that flying 
report; he mildly (as his manner was to anſwer) 
replied, that there was no ſuch apparition, and 
that he was only aſſaulted with a ſtrong ſuggeſ- 
tion, which he believed (as is true) was from 
the devil, ariſing from diſcontent and melan- 
choly ; which he adviſed all men to avoid and 
hun, as they deſire inward peace and comfort, 
leſt they fall into ſome fearful ſin as he did. 
Who ſixthly and laſtly, as his laſt legacy, (and 
we know that the laſt words of David were, as 
the words of dying men are, eſpecially noted, 
2 Sam. xxili. 1.) deſired me, a little before he 
was to die, to publiſh the following words, by 
way of advice to the world: 


Firſt, —I deſire all gentlemen to learn by 
my example to read the word of God frequent- 
ly, and not omit their prayers to him daily. 


| [He read the bible, with his brother, by ö 
| | courſe, 
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courſe, moſt nights, (as I am informed) and 
joined with his father in prayer; but he did 
this then, as it ſeems, only in appearance, with 
outward compliance, but not with hearty and 
ſincere affections, as he did afterwards in his re- 
ſtraints. Then is our reading of the word and 
prayers ſincere, when they end in practice.] 


Secondly.—I adviſe all parents not to ſuffer 
their ſons to live in idleneſs, (which expoſes a 
man to temptation) but to employ them in 
ſome honeſt public calling. 


_— — 


Theſe are the dying words of Mr. Freeman 
Sondes, and I believe he might ſay at laſt as 


David did, ver. 2. of the fore-named chapter, 


The Spirit of the Lord ſpate by me, and lis word 
was in my tongue. 


The Lord of heaven grant that what hath 
here been publiſhed may tend to the honour 
and glory of his name, by the converſion of 
ſinful ſouls, the confirming of thoſe that ſtand, 


and the raiſing of thoſe that are fallen. Amen. 


e An 


( 91 ) 


An Appeal to the godly orthodox Clergy 
of the Church. 


* was a moſt true ſaying of the Roman ora- 
tor, (though in better language) © that there 
never was any act ſo vicious, but in ſome age 
found an eſpouſer ; and none ſo laudable and 
virtuous, but that it met many times with a 
reprover.” Thus of late have I (with ſome 
others of my judgment and profeſſion) met 
with a ſort of men, (who, I thank God, cannot 
meet with me, nor reach me with a juſt re- 
proof) whoſe teeth are ſpears and arrows, their 
throat an open ſepulchre, and their tongue a ſharp 
ſword, whole common trade it is to invent 
crimes with defamatory calumizes, that ſo they 
may wound the perſons, and blot the reputa- 
tions of thoſe, whoſe actions are built upon 
ſcripture-grounds, and carried on with good in- 
tentions. It is ſaid, that the ink of the cuttle- 
. 


1 
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fk, poured into lamps, maketh the beſt and 


moſt exact pieces of painting to be ſeen with 


horror, as dreſſed with ugly ſhapes; ſo theſe 


wicked tongues, ſtirred up by malicious envy, 
which has for its companion (as her picture is 
in Lucian) detraction or calumny, when they 
have caſt their poiſon upon the light colours of 


a life or action that is innocent, make it appear 


with hideous deformity. But I ſhall not dip 
my pen any farther i in the ink of confutation, 
to diſcover the men and their malice who have 
Taiſed a duſt in Maidſtone, and the adjacent 
parts, which has flown into their own eyes, as 
they that ſpit againſt the wind defile them- 
ſelves, I could deſcribe their perſons at large, 
from true informations: two of them have 


been mechanics and tradeſmen in the city of 
London ; one of which, Mr. T. D. is much 


ſpoken of for his profitable employment about 
Mr. Sondes, and how he wrought: upon him, 
and ſo far won his good opinion, that he de- 


fired him to lodge with him: this is conſtantly 


SY though it be moſt falſe ; ſor Mr. 
Sondes 
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Jondes utterly denied this thing, and ſaid, He 
troubled me ſo much in the day with his mea and 
Femple diſcourſe, that I had no reaſon to deſire his 
company in the night. Yet this is made a great 
matter to magnify Mr. T. D. and to villify us, 
the true miniſters of Chriſt, ſent by him, which 

cannot be ſaid of them, | 


There is likewiſe a great ſtir about Mr. I. D. 
another mechanic, (which was his firſt degree 
to the miniſtry) who preſſed, with another 
beardleſs youth, to ſpeak to Mr. Sondes at the 
place of execution, who ſtood then between my- 
ſelf and that reverend divine Mr. Higgons: it 
was forſooth to make him ſenſible of his fin, of 
which it was conceived by him and his frater- 
nity, that he had no ſenſe; (So raſh and uncha- 
ritable are they in their cenſures!) But we ſuſ- 
pecting truly and juſtly that his ſpeeches might 
diſturb the poor gentleman, whoſe ſoul was in a 
calm, (to ſpeak in Chry ſoſtom's phraſe) moſt 
quietly compoſed and fitted, God be bleſſed, for 
its paſſage to eternity; being aſſured of this, we 

I would 
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would not give way to this unſeaſonable intru- 
der, to whom I ſaid, with great moderation and 
mildneſs, that we could not but thank him for 
his good intention to the ſoul of the dying 


- gentleman, but not approve of his indiſcretion, 
which defaces learning, and ſours religion; 


both which without diſcretion, are diſordered, 
wild, and furious. 


Moreover. I ſaid, that if he had paid a viſit 
to the gentleman at his chamber before his 
death, when he ſhould have met with us to wit- 
nels his piety, then I would have commended. 
his charity, &c. But there are Solifuge, thoſe 
that hate the light, love to do what they do in 
private; (Cliriſt ever ſpoke in public) they love 
to make diſturbance ; (he is the God of order, 
and Prince of Peace) Are theſe then the meſ- 
ſengers or ſervants of our Maſter Jeſus ? Are 
theſe, who have diſturbed the church of Chriſt, 
and rent his ſeamleſs coat by ſchiſms and here- 
ſies, fit perſons to quiet a diſtreſſed conſcience ? 
I pray God that be not true which I ſaid then 

to 


4 


NARRATIVE, &c. 193 


to this Mr. I. D. and his companion: it was, 


« that I feared himſelf and the other made that 


© unſeaſonable motion to confer with Mr. 
“ Sondes when at the point of death, more to 


« be talked of by the people, than out of love 


to his ſoul, otherwiſe he would have been 
© more tender then at that time to diſturb it:“ 
which is now, I hope, out of the reach of ma- 
lice, freed from the power of ſin and Satan, and 


in the boſom of Abraham, in that place of reſt 


which is provided for the faithful and all true 
penitents. 


Bat who are ſuch? Was Mr. Sondes, fir? 


Theſe are two queries which I ſhall anſwer 
briefly, and ſo (I truſt) ſatisfy all parties who 
have loaded us with reproaches, and harſh un- 
chriſtian cenſures, for giving the ſacrament to 
him, 


iſt, As it is a hard taſk to preſcribe a juſt 


period to the beſt man's repentance, (to ſay 


I 2 after 
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after he is fallen, he muſt repent ſuch a day, 
week, or month, or elſe never hope to riſe) 
for the holieſt ſoul may take long and dead 
ſkeps in feariul ſins; as is evident in David, 
who after the murder of Uriah, &c. had let 
near ten months paſs between his fin and his 
ſorrow for it: as then in the former caſe it is a 
hard matter to preſcribe, &c. ſo it is as diffiult a 
taſk to deſcribe the parts of repentance, and the 
true properties of a penitent, who is in a right 
frame of ſpirit to receive the holy facrament. 
However, what I ſaid upon the ſudden (God 
aſſiſting me) at the place of execution, about 
half an hour before Mr. Sondes died, Ffhall 


now make of the ſame a ſhort repetition, 


1ſt, That repentance is found which is 
grounded upon the conſideration of God's 
goodneſs and mercy to a ſoul in the Lord 
Jeſus, | 


2ndly, This confideration begets that heart- 
compunction, or grief of mind, which is by the 
Apoſtle, 


% 
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Apoſtle, 2 Cor. vii. 10. termed Godly ſorrow 
that worketh repentance unto ſalvation, not to be 
repented of. A grief or hearty ſorrow, that we 
have offended our good God, our heavenly and 
moſt loving father: upon which ſorrow there 
follows in the ſoul of a true penitent, firſt, a 
change in the mind or judgment, diſproving, or 
diſallowing that evil which we have ungodlily 
committed, Secondly, upon this there follows a 
change of the will, which repudiates, or declines 
that evil, and embraces with a delightful choice 
the good which formerly was refuſed, and in- 
clines to it as its chief joy and content, reſolv- 
ing for the time to come, to act or do it. To 
this change of the will ſucceeds, in a true con- 
vert, a change of the heart or affections, hating 
and deteſting that ſin wherein we have offend- 
ed, joined with a love and proſecution of that 
good duty which we did not, and is to be done, 
Theſe are the parts and degrees of an evangeli- 
cal repentance, which being ſeconded with a 
religious practiſe that crowns all, are the criteria 


by which we diſcern true converts, 
I 3 And 
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And having diſcerned theſe in fo ſhort 2 


time as was allotted to the deceaſed Mr. Free- 


man Sondes, (as you have had a full narrative 
in the former diſcourſe) we conceiving that 
God in mercy to his poor ſoul, had given him 
a true fight of his ſins, with a ſenſe of his mercy 
in the Lord Jeſus, preſumed we might, after his 
abfolution, miniſter unto him the bleſſed fa- 
crament, which is not (without great danger to 
thoſe that refuſe to give it) to be denied to any 
that are not notoriouſly ſcandalous and wicked, 
and ſhall, having heartily deſired it, (as a facra- 
ment of their union and communion with 
Chriſt in his merits) humbly confeſs their fins 


in the face of the congregation, 


Will any man now dare call us daubers of 
fin, or ſay that we blanch it with a gentle con- 
nivance, when that we ground our practice 
upon ſuch ſtri& principles? The Lord rebuke 
Satan in the mouths of ſuch revilers. | 


For a cloſe of all, I ſhall take leave to give 


an 
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an account of what I heard laſt Lord's day, Sep- 
tember 1, at St. Peter's, Paul's-Wharf, deliver- 


ed by their godly and learned teacher, Mr. M. 


to that moſt Chriſtian congregation, where I 


myſelf, with many others, received, to our great 


comfort, the holy communion. His words 
punctually ſet down are theſe: (which ſuit 
with my judgment, and are the very ſenſe of the 


ſouls of the other divines that attended Mr. | 


Sondes in his reſtraint, they being the ſum of 
that doctrine which we profeſs; and I hope 
none will ſay they ſavour of looſeneſs.) 


He that accounts it a ſlight and eaſy taſk to be 
humbled for fin and ſne for pardon, hath not yet 
learned how dreadful it is to offend God, and foto 
joyous to pleaſe him. 


To be humbled for ſin in its guilt, becauſe ex- 
poſing to wrath and eternal death, this may be 
merely from a principle of ſervile fear: to be 
humbled for ſin in its filth, as defiling the conſcience 

and 
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and polluting the foul,” this may be merely from a. 
principle of ingenuots fame: but to be humbled for 
fin as offenſive to God, loathſome to ſo ſacred a 
Majeſty and divine a goodneſs, this is the very 
ſummit, and full growth of repentance, (as to con- 
trition) whoſe rooting is that, of a _dutiful love 
and flial fear, whereby the humiltation becomes 
purely evangelical, and moſt acceptable unto God 
throuzh faith in the biood of Feſus. 


To the bleſſing of the ſame Jeſus I com- 
mend this work, proceeding from a principle 
of love to ſouls, and aiming at the main end of 
all, the honour and glory of God in the eſta- 
bliſhing of weak converts, and the converſion 
of poor dejected ſinners; and I. ſhall only ſup- 
plicate the divine goodneſs to turn the hearts of 
our enemies, that their tongues may, inſtead of 
cenſuring us, be filled with his praiſes, who 
gave grace to Mr. Sondes to repent heartily of 
his mifdeeds, that by his exam ple as others may 


be Given Roc gell e and preſump- 
tion, 
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tion, ſo ſinners not deſpairing, may turn and 
be converted to God, the God of pardon and 


falvation, 


Glory be to God, 


THE END, 


5 % 8 .& ©: 
For ingeniouſly read ingenuouſly; and for ingenious read ingenuoys. 
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